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Trump associates 
facilitated back- 


channel 


Ukraine 


peace plan 


(RFE/RL)—An exclusive  те- 
port in The New York Times says 
a lawyer for U.S. President Donald 
Trump has helped a pro-Russia op- 
position Ukrainian lawmaker sub- 
mit to Trump’s administration a 
proposed alternative peace plan for 
the conflict in eastern Ukraine. 

Kremlin spokesman Dmitry 
Peskov told journalists on February 
20 that the report was “absurd” and 
that Moscow had no knowledge of 
the purported peace plan. 

According to the February 19 
Times report, Trump’s lawyer Mi- 
chael Cohen submitted the plan to 
former national security adviser 
Micrel Flynn about опе week 
before Flynn resigned over allega- 
tions that he misinformed the ad- 
ministration about the nature of his 
contacts with Russia’s ambassador 
to the United States. 

Cohen — who has no foreign- 
policy experience — is himself 
under investigation by the FBI for 
possible connections with Russian 
intelligence. He denies the allega- 
tions. 


Publication Mail Agreement 
#40007679, paid at Edmonton, 
Alberta. 
We acknowledge the financial support of 
the Government of Canada through the 
Canada Periodical Fund of the Depart- 
ment of Canadian Heritage for our pub- 
lishing activities and the Ukrainian 
Canadian Foundation of Taras 
Shevchenko. 

we J-I62 Chowhenko 
Сапасій Р Foundation 


о 
Е- 
а 
2 
Ww 
72) 
Ww 
” 
« 
wi 
- 
2 


и 
U.S. lawyer Michael Cohen’ says 
he submitted a document from an 
opposition Ukrainian lawmaker to 
former national security adviser 
Michael Flynn. 


The plan was created by Ukrain- 
ian opposition lawmaker Andriy 
Artemenko, who claims to have 
documents proving corruption by 
Ukrainian President Petro Poro- 
shenko. 

It called for Russia to withdraw 
its forces from eastern Ukraine and 
for Ukraine to hold a referendum 
on leasing the region of Crimea to 
Russia for a period of 50 or 100 
years. Moscow seized and illegally 
Ukraine’s Crimea region in 2014. 

According to The New York 
Times report, Artemenko’s plan 
outlines "а way for President 
Trump to lift sanctions against 
Russia.” 

Artemenko told The New York 
Times that the primary goal of his 
plan was to end the war in eastern 
Ukraine. 

He said the secondary goal was 
to improve relations between the 
United States and Russia. 

“If I could achieve both in one 
stroke, it would be a home run,” 
Artemenko told the newspaper. 

Artemenko also said that his 
plan has been encouraged by senior 
Russian officials. 

Dmitry Peskoy denied that Rus- 
sia had any knowledge of the plan. 
He repeated the Kremlin’s asser- 
tions that Russia has no military 
forces in eastern Ukraine, despite 
strong evidence to the contrary. 

РезКоу also said Russia will not, 
under any circumstances, discuss 
the status of Crimea. 

“There’s nothing to talk about,” 


Canadian and Ukrainian Combat Engineers prepare explosive charges during obstacle demolition training at 
the International Peacekeeping and Security Centre. (Photo: Joint Task Force Ukraine) 


Canada to deploy 
Unifier relief forces 


Operation will be renewed, says Globe and Mail 


By Marco Levytsky 

Canada will deploy a new 
rotation of soldiers to replace 
those currently training Ukrainian 
Armed Forces under Operation 
Unifier, even though a formal 
announcement of the renewal of 
the operation has yet to be officially 
announced, Ukrainian News has 


learned. 
“T can confirm that CAF 
(Canadian Armed Forces) 


members are scheduled to deploy 


on Operation UNIFIER shortly, as 
part of their regular duties,” said 
Jordan Owens, a spokesperson for 
Defence Minister Harjit Sajjan in 
an statement e-mailed to Ukrainian 
News on February 28. 

“We will have more information 
soon on the future of UNIFIER. As 
the Minister has said repeatedly, 
the Government of Canada 
strongly supports the Government 
of Ukraine and their efforts to 
maintain stability, sovereignty and 


security,” he added. 

According to Lee Berthiaume 
of The Canadian Press some 
200 soldiers from Edmonton are 
preparing to deploy to Ukraine. 

The soldiers from Lord 
Strathcona’s Horse are set to leave 
for Ukraine at the beginning of 
March — even if it means they 
only end up staying for a month, 
reported Berthiaume in a story 
posted on February 14. 

Cont. on P. 3 


Peskoy said. “How can Russia | Instructors from 3rd Battalion, Royal 22e Régiment provide last minute advice to Ukrainian Armed Forces 
as they prepare to repel a simulated attack during a defensive live fire range during Operation UNIFIER in 
Cont. on Р. 5 | Starychi, Ukraine. (Photo: Joint Task Force Ukraine) 


lease its own region to itself?” 


Джон-Грегорі Ющенко 
- простий український 
вояк із Канади 


Галина Терещук, Радіо Свобода 

Третій рік 53-річний канадець Джон 
Ющенко, механік за фахом, служить 
у  80-й окремій  десантно-штурмовій 
бригаді у Львові. У його контракті про 
термін служби мовиться: «до завершення 
бойових дій на Донбасі». Вояк Джон 
Ющенко | проживає | на | зарплату 
українського військовослужбовця і 
готовий у будь-який момент їхати на 
передову. Як служиться і живеться 
канадцю в Україні? 

Побратими його кличуть не лише 
Джон, але й Іван. А друге ім'я Грегорі, 
тобто Григорій. Коли почались бойові дії 
на Донбасі, Джон-Грегорі Ющенко знав, 
що за цим стоїть російська агресія проти 
України, дізнавався з новин, що українське 
військо потребує допомоги. Тому одразу 
зайнявся волонтерством, до якого залучив 
не лише українців у Канаді, але й поляків. 
Досі його друзі допомагають Україні. 
Він підсвідомо розумів, що має їхати в 
Україну, на батьківщину своїх дідуся і 
бабусі, які виїхали в Канаду після Першої 
світової війни. Як тільки влітку 2014 року 
було дозволено іноземцям служити в 
Збройних силах України, Джон Ющенко 
не мав жодного сумніву - восени 2014-го 
став військовослужбовцем 80-ї бригади. 

«Як я можу бути в Канаді, вважати себе 
українцем і нічого не робити. Не можу 
сидіти на дивані і казати: бідні українці. 
Треба стати i їхати сюди. Хто знає, звідки 
це у мене. Ми всі англомовні. Трішки 
вчив (українську) у школі, жінка моя - 
українка, львів'янка, вона зараз у Канаді. 
Не дуже задоволена, але розуміє, що щось 


Конг PEC Українців КАНАДИ. 


Джон-Грегорі Ющенко 


треба робити і знає мій характер, що я не 
буду щасливий, коли тут війна. Я зібрався 
і сказав: їду, прощавай, вибач. Друзі 
казали, як ти можеш залишити дружину, 
куди ти їдеш, але тепер уже розуміють 
мене. Це моє життя і мій вибір, і я буду 
жити так, як я хочу. Я попередив жінку, 
поки є здоров'я, поки є від мене користь, 
поки тут війна, мене не чекай. Зараз мій 
екіпаж - 21-24 роки, вони мені завжди 
кажуть, що я старий, а я відповідаю: 
«Я вам покажу «старий». Але я не 
ображаюсь», - говорить Джон Ющенко. 
Власне, те, що не «старий», як жартують 
побратими, довів під час підготовки у 


навчальному центрі у Житомирі, коли 
впродовж трьох місяців тренувався 
на рівні з молодшими від нього 


військовослужбовцями. Служить вояком 
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ФОТО — СЕРГІЙ НУЖНЕНКО, РАДІО СВОБОДА 


Відкриття пам ятника Олені Телізі, Київ, 25 ліотого 2017 року 


У Бабиному Яру відкрили 
пам'ятник Олені Телізі 


(Радіо Свобода) 25 лютого натериторії 
Національного  історико-меморіального 
заповідника «Бабин Яр» у Києві відбулося 
відкриття пам'ятника визначній діячці 
національно-визвольного | руху, діячу 
ОУН (М), поетесі Олені Телізі. Участь у 
заході взяли представники громадськості, 
молодь, чиновники та духовенство. 

Освятив пам'ятник патріарх Київський 
і всієї Руси-України Філарет. 

Після закінчення офіційної части- 
ни присутні поклали квіти до підніжжя 
пам'ятника, "вартість якого близько 8 
мільйонів гривень. 

Пам'ятник Олені 


Телізі встановлено 


Прод. на ст. 4 | на виконання президентського указу про 
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святкування 100-річчя від дня її народ- 
ження, а також відповідно до заходів із 
75-х роковин трагедії у Бабиного Яру. 

Олена Теліга - українська поетеса, 
публіцист, літературний критик, діячка 
ОУН. (М). Народилась під Москвою, а в 
П-річному віці переїхала до України. 

Із 1922-го до 1941 року жилавеміграції, 
де вступила в ОУН. 

У 1941 році оселилася в окупова- 
ному німцями Києві i організувала 
Київське відділення Спілки українських 
письменників. 

В лютому 1942 року була заарештована 
гестапо та розстріляна разом із чоловіком 
у Бабиному Яру. 
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МР Diotte demands 
more help for Ukraine 


(Office of MP Kerry Diotte)— 
“The governing Liberals must do 
more to stand up for the people of 
Ukraine, especially against Rus- 
sian aggression,” says Edmonten 
Griesbach Conservative Member 
of Parliament Kerry Diotte. 

“I’m hearing more and more 
concern from Ukrainians about 
the dire situation over there,” says 
Diotte who’s a director on the Can- 
ada-Ukraine Parliamentary Friend- 
ship Group and has a sizeable 
Ukrainian Canadian population in 
his north-side riding. “There’s a 
great deal of fear about what Vladi- 
mir Putin and the Russians will do 
next in Ukraine.” 

The Conservative Official Op- 
position has released the Ukrainian 
Defence and Aid Package proposal 
to urge the Liberal government to 
act immediately and renew long- 
time Canadian support for Ukraine. 

“T firmly support the Ukrainian 
Defence and Aid Package,” says 
Diotte. “This package offers the 
Liberal government viable recom- 


Canada to deploy Unifier relief forces. 


Cont. from P. 1 


“We are prepared right now to 
send the next rotation of troops 
from western Canada to the 
Ukraine to follow on with the tasks 
that the previous rotation has been 
doing,” said Brig.-Gen. Simon 
Hetherington, commander of the 
3rd Canadian Division, under 
which the unit falls. 

The Edmonton-based soldiers 
will relieve counterparts from 
2nd Battalion, Princess Patricia’s 
Canadian Light Infantry, based 
out of Shilo, Man., who have been 
on the ground training Ukrainian 
forces near the city of Lviv since 
August, reported Berthiaume. 

But despite the delays in making 
the official announcement, Canada 
will be renewing Operation Unifier, 
reports The Globe and Mail. 

Ina February 21 story by Robert 
Fife and Mark MacKinnon, a senior 
Canadian government official was 
quoted as saying Ukraine didn’t 
need to worry about the future of 
Operation Unifier. 

“Canada understands | that 
Ukraine, and everybody who is a 
stakeholder and supporter, really 
wants mission renewal,” the senior 
official said. “There is nothing 
unique about going through a 
mission renewal process and there 
is absolutely nothing unique about 
how this one is being done. It is a 
routine renewal from a government 
that has been making positive 
signs.” 

Nevertheless, the delay has 
been met with consternation in 
Ukraine. 

“The longer it takes to [extend] 
the mission, the more our concern 
is rising,” Ukraine’s deputy foreign 
minister, Vadym Prystaiko, told 
The Globe and Mail in an interview 
at his office in Kyiv. 

Prystaiko. said Ukraine was 
broadly concerned by the Liberal 
government’s efforts to rebuild 
relations between Ottawa and 


Kerry Diotte 


mendations to support Ukraine and 
the Ukrainian people. Now is the 
time to act.” 

“For years, Canada has had a 
strong record of delivering assist- 
ance to Ukraine. Among other in- 
itiatives, our record includes pro- 
viding military training, election 


Moscow, which were in a deep 
freeze under former Conservative 
prime minister Stephen Harper, 
who famously told Putin to his 
face that he needed to “get out of 
Ukraine.” 

The efforts of Prime Minister 
Justin Trudeau’s government to 
restart contacts with Russia via 
forums such as the Arctic Council 
have rung alarm bells in Kyiv, 
which is concerned that Canada’s 
previously unwavering support 
for Ukraine may be weakening, 
continued the Globe and Mail 

“Each and every thing — even 
if it’s not connected [to the war in 
Ukraine] — will be used by Russia 
back home to say, ‘Look, these 
bloody Westerners, they realize 
they were wrong, they are looking 
for ways to reconnect with us’,” 
Prystaiko said. 

But the senior Canadian 
government official noted that 
Chief of the Defence Staff General 
Jonathan Vance reiterated Canada’s 
support for Ukraine at a conference 
in Ottawa on February 17. Sajjan 
has also repeatedly expressed 
Canada’s support for Ukraine, 
as has Foreign Minister Chrystia 
Freeland, noted The Globe and 
Mail. 

Since the project began in 
2015, the Canadians have taught 
about 3,100 Ukrainian troops the 
basics of soldiering, such as how 
to use their weapons and move as 
a unit, plus more advanced skills, 
such as bomb disposal and medical 


training. 
Ukrainian and Canadian 
officials say those skills have 


been desperately needed given 
the amount of support Russia has 
provided to the rebels operating in 
the Donbas. 

Along with Canada, the United 
Kingdom and the United States 
also provide military trainers for 
Ukraine. 

The United Kingdom announced 
the extension of its training program 


monitoring and humanitarian aid,” 
says Diotte. 

Critics say the Liberals have 
seemingly weakened Canada’s 
strong stand in support of Ukraine 
by reneging on their election prom- 
ise to adopt Magnitsky sanctions, 
failing to sign the Canada-Ukraine 
Defence Cooperation Agreement 
and moving to normalize bilateral 
relations with Russia. 

“Now that other Conservative in- 
itiatives are coming to an end, the 
Liberal government must reassure 
Ukrainians that they have Canada’s 
continued support,” says Diotte. 

In particular, Operation UNI- 
FIER -- Canada’s military training 
mission in Ukraine -- is set to ex- 
pire on March 31, 2017. 

“In the face of ongoing Rus- 
sian aggression, Canada must 
stand shoulder-to-shoulder with 
Ukraine,” says Diotte. “As a friend 
and ally, Canada has a moral duty 
to help ensure that Ukraine’s bor- 
ders are respected and offer support 
to the Ukrainian people.” 


on December 17,2016, , 

Canada is deploying approxi- 
mately 200 CAF personnel. CAF 
members come from all parts of 
Canada, depending on the skillset 
and capability that they bring to 
the conduct of a particular training 
program. 

CAF members are deployed on 
both a sustained and periodic basis 
depending on the type of training 
being conducted. 

The CAF’s primary focus is on 
tactical soldier training, also known 
as small team training, which con- 
sists of individual weapons train- 
ing, marksmanship, tactical move- 
ment, explosive threat recognition, 
communication, survival in com- 
bat, and ethics training. 

Other training activities in- 
clude: 

e Explosive ordnance disposal 
and improvised explosive device 
disposal training; 

» Military police training соп- 
sisting of Use of Force and Basic 
Investigative Techniques courses; 

¢ Medical training that provides 
casualty evacuation and combat 
first aid training; 

« Flight safety and language 
training; 

г Reconnaissance training; and 

Logistics system moderniza- 
tion. 

The training began in summer 
2015 and is taking place primar- 
ily at the International Peacekeep- 
ing and Security Centre (IPSC) in 
Starychi. Training is also taking 
place at the Ukrainian Ministry 
of Defence Demining Centre in 
Kamyanets-Podilsky and other lo- 
cations in western Ukraine. 

Furthermore, the CAF is part- 
nered with Ukraine in the Military 
Training and Cooperation Program 
(MTCP), an ongoing engagement 
that will continue to offer a series 
of opportunities to enhance peace 
support operations, interoperabil- 
ity, military capacity building, and 
professional development. 


Edmonton | 


Ukrainian News is now 
available at the following 
locations in Edmonton: 


Chateau Louis Hotel 
Continental Inn 

Meest - Edmonton 

St. Nicholas Ukrainian 
Catholic Church 
Servus Credit Union 
(Capilano Branch) 
Servus Credit Union 
(Delton Branch) 


Tours to Ukraine 


Family run since 2001 
2017 ALL-INCLUSIVE 16-day small group tour. guided 
in English and include: airfaire, quality hotels, all meals, 
admission to all events and chartered air-conditioned bus 


We are pleased to offer three tours for 2017: 


Tour 1: May 14 - May 29 

Tour 2: July 9 - July 24 

Tour 3: August 27 - September 11 
Victoria/Vancouver $5,625.00 
Edmonton/Calgary $5,525.00 
Regina/Saskatoon $5,425.00 
Winnipeg/Halifax $5,325.00 
Toronto $5,225.00 


ALL TAXES & SURCHARGES ARE INCLUDED 


Allprices are per person (double occupancy). Single occupancy: add $400.00 
Travel Medical and Trip Cancellation Insurances are NOT INCLUDED. 
Groups of 5 or more people: each person receives a $100.00 discount. 


Contact: Sandra: 1-204-256-5996 
or Toll free 1-888-269-3013 
Email: TourstoUkraine@mymits.net 


Visit: www. Tours ToUkraine.ca 
For full information with photos 


Peter’s Legacy Lives On! 


Proudly serving the Ukrainian community 


Would you like to work with funeral 
directors who understand how 
valuable it is for you and your family 
to have a truly meaningful funeral 
experience? 


When the time comes to honor a = 
loved one’s memory inapersonal | 7 
and respectful way, please call us. 


e Wide range of burial & cremation 
services & products 


» Prearranged funeral plans to 
meet your personal wishes 
and financial budget 


В 


24 hours: 780-426-0050 
Edmonton: 9709 - 111 Avenue 


www.parkmemorial.com 
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Smolyk family since 1941 


Віталій Єреміца, Радіо Свобода 

В України | у | Брюсселі 
з'явилася ще одна структура, яка 
доноситиме ЄС i НАТО прав- 
ду про війну, боротиметься з 
російською дезінформацією та 
інформуватиме про порушення 
прав українців у Росії та за її ме- 
жами. Щойно Світовий конгрес 
українців (СКУ) відкрив там свій 
осередок. Але його голова, Євген 
Чолій, прибув до Брюсселя ue 
лише на відкриття. Про те, як 
Захід, допомагаючи українцям, 
допоможе насамперед собі, він 
розповів у штаб-квартирі НАТО. 
З Радіо Свобода він поділився 
думками, як діаспоряни переко- 
нують нову адміністрацію США 
тверезо сприймати дії Москви, 
та чому російська Дума визнала 
Світовий конгрес українців «не- 


Бл. п. Стефан Коваль 


В дес'яту болючу річницю 
смерти мого дорогого мужа 
бл. п. Стефана Коваля, який 
відійшов у вічність 

6-го березня 2007 р., 
складаю пожертву 5100.00 на 
пресовий фонд Українських 
Вістей як нев'янучий вінок 
на могилу Покійного. 

Нехай пам'ять про нього буде 
вічно поміж нами! 


Наталка Коваль з родиною 


бажаною організацією». 

- Які цілі у брюсєсельсько- 
го осередку очолюваної Вами 
організації, й що, власне, стало 
поштовхом до його відкриття? 

- Головна мета цього пред- 
ставництва насамперед постійно 
доносити до європейських струк- 
тур, НАТО, ОБСЄ ті інших, що 
все те, що наразі відбувається 
в Україні - не є виключно 
російсько-український конфлікт, 
а навпаки, що це є міжнародна 
криза, де президент Росії явно 
загрожує миру й стабільності у 
цілому світі. Також, що сьогодні 
Україна, захищаючи свої східні 


кордони, фактично стримує по- 
дальший хід Росії на Захід. 
Тому вв найкращих інтересах 


міжнародного співтовариства нє 
дивитися на Україну та говорити, 


Ukrainian News accepts 
VISA and Mastercard! 


Call 780-488-3693 


Чи Ви відновили свою передплату? 
Перевірте дату на першій сторінці газети. Ваша передплата 
триватиме тільки до зазначено там терміну. 


Have You Renewed Your Subscription? 
Check the address label. Your subscription lasts only until the date 


СТО Маг 16-29, 2017 
00000 - 00 St. 
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У Канаді / In Canada: 


| рік/усаг (24 примірники/і55мез) 540.00 Кан/Спд 
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У США / In the USA: 
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2 poxn/years (48 примірників/і55иез) $125.00 СШАЛО5 


Поза Канадою та США / Outside Canada and the USA: 
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Ukrainian News 
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4 
Трамп зацікавлений допомогти Україні - Чолій 


Євген Чолій 


наскільки вони їй допомагають, а 
радше розуміти, що допомагаю- 
чи Україні, ті європейські струк- 
тури допомагають i самі собі. Це 
основна мета нашої місії. 

Друга, теж дуже важлива мета 
- переконати західні структури, 
що Україна значно змінюється. 
Без перебільшення, за останні 
2-3 роки було зроблено більше 
змін, ніж за решту 22 роки її 
незалежності. Думаю,  мож- 
на оцінювати по-різному, чи ті 
зміни є такими, як ми хотіли б, 
але важливо, щоб західний світ 
зрозумів, що Україна сьогодні не 
така, як вона була колись: вона 
євроінтегрується, змінюється 
й стає цілком європейською 
країною, де здійснюють 
конкретні заходи для боротьби з 
корупцією, включно із системою 
електронного декларування май- 
на високопосадовців та іншими 
заходами для прозорості. 

Ми хочемо також  дола- 
ти російську  дезінформацію, 
яка є потужною силою, що 
намагається переконати 
західний світ, що Україна була 
й залишається невдалою держа- 
вою. Наша місія тут має завдання 
боротися з цією дезінформацією 
та доносити правдиві факти про 


розвиток подій в Україні та про 
ту оновлену країну, про яку я 
щойно сказав. 

- Як Ви оцінюєте нинішню 
американську адміністрацію в 
цьому контексті? Як діаспоряни 
намагаються впевнитися, що 
інтереси України враховують у 
Вашингтоні? 

- Як і в кожній країні, головним 
чином в Сполучених Штатах Аме- 
рики, ми відразу ангажуємося, 
спілкуємся з ними, намагаємося 
переконувати, аби вони сприйма- 
ли події в Україні як міжнародну 
кризу, і що в інтересах США допо- 
могти сьогодні Україні, якщо ми 
хочемо жити у світі, де панує мир 
і стабільність. Ми кажемо, що в 
минулому всі політики примирен- 
ня з авторитарними режимами, які 
мали імперські амбіції, доводили 
до ще більшої трагедії, включно із 
Другою світовою війною. 

Виступ віце-президента США 
Майка Пенса в Мюнхені та його 
зустрічі тут, в Брюсселі, дали 
деяке запевнення, якого тут че- 
кали, а саме: Сполучені Шта- 
ти будуть підтримувати НАТО. 
Також було чітко озвучено, що 
Росія буде змушена відповідати 
за свої агресивні дії в Україні. Це 
для нас позитивні сигнали, і ми 
будемо надалі працювати й зао- 
хочувати, аби вони не були лише 
сигналами, а й стали політикою 
нової адміністрації США. 

-АякСКУ підтримуєукраїнців 
Росії, де, як відомо, зачиняються 
бібліотеки, українські установи, 
натомість, відкриті кримінальні 
справи проти українців, які там 
живуть? 

- Наша допомога головним 
чином полягає у тому, щоб по- 
рушити ці питання, озвучи- 
ти їх, дати відчути, до якої 
міри о знущається (Росія над 
українською спільнотою. Ми 


також на цьому наголошуємо 
на різних міжнародних фору- 
мах, ми спеціально інформуємо 
комісарів із захисту прав людей 1 
в різних міжнародних установах, 
щоб вони над цими питаннями 
працювали й відповідно на це 
реагували. Ми закликаємо наші 
осередки інформувати й закли- 
кати держави, де мешкає наша 
діаспора, аби вони також чини- 
ли тиск, щоб ці проблеми були 
відповідно залагоджені. 

Російська Дума вже визнала 
Світовий конгрес українців «не- 
бажаною організацією», тож 
видно, що наша праця є некорис- 
ною для Росії й корисною для 
українців, що ми дійшли до та- 
кого статусу в очах російського 
парламенту. 

- Який меседж Ви принес- 
ли для союзу НАТО, який за- 
просив Вас на консультації на 
політичному рівні? 

- Це те, що ми зараз живе- 
мо у дуже небезпечному світі, 
де Росія та її президент явно 
демонструє свої імперські 
амбіції, які сягають значно далі, 
ніж Східна Україна та Крим. Він 
це військово показав і в Грузії, 
і в інших країнах. Ми нині ба- 
чимо, що мова йде не лише 
про військову агресію, а фак- 
тично про гібридну війну, де 
задіюються і військові засоби, і 
дезінформація, й інші види атак, 
включно із президентськими ви- 
борами в США й фінансуванням 
різних політичних партій. Ми 


хочемо дати зрозуміти, що 
сьогодні НАТО і його країни- 
члени He повинні сприйма- 


ти цей конфлікт, як виключно 
українсько-російський, а радше 
як чудову нагоду допомогти са- 
мим собі, допомагаючи Україні 
стримати російського агресора 
на її кордонах, 


Простий український вояк із Канади 


Прод. із ст.2 


і каже, що йому цього цілком 
достатньо. Від часу служби не 
один БТР і танк отримали «друге 
життя» завдяки професійності 
просто вояка Джона Ющенка. 
Він - фаховий механік і ремонтує 
українську техніку, таким чином 
допомагаючи армії у тилу. 
Готовий їхати на Донбас, коли 
дозволять. 

«Якщо я там потрібен, я 
готовий їхати. Як можна туди, 
на Донбас, відсилати тих, кому 
21, відсилайте мене, мені 53 
роки, а молодь має майбутнє. За 
спеціальністю я механік. Якщо 
я тут більше користі даю, то, 
значить, я маю бути тут, а молоді 
швидше бігають. Ми можемо 
воювати навіть з лопаткою, якщо 
треба, бойовий дух важливий i 
він дуже сильний. Я дуже гордий 
за українську армію, всі молоді 
хлопці для мене, як рідні сини», 
- каже він. 

За час служби від 2014 року 
Джон Ющенко зауважив, що 
українське військо змінюється 
у професійний бік. Втім, 
сьогодні, каже, Україні потрібна 
сучасна i якісна зброя, яку б 
мав надати країні Захід, вважає 
військовослужбовець. 

«Українці | за | цей час 
навчились воювати краще за 
всіх. Їм потрібна сильна зброя. 
Розумію, що поки в Росії не 
буде революції, доти вона буде 
зацікавлена у конфлікті, доти 


вона підтримуватиме війну 
з Україною. Цей конфлікт 
надовго.. Усі можуть надати 


зброю, алеполітика, політика. ..?, 


— продовжує вояк. 

Джон-Г регорі, ав Україні - Іван 
Ющенко (до слова, він жодного 
стосунку не має до колишнього 
екс-президента України і 
навіть зняв із форми стрічку з 
прізвищем) залишив у Канаді 
роботу, продав будинок. У Львові 
орендує квартиру і проживає 
лише на зарплату українського 
військовослужбовця. Як 
почувається У «шкірі 
українського вояка»? 

«ОКиву скромно. Трішки мені 
вистачає. Від чого відмовився? 
Від кави з друзями. Я жив 
у Канаді теж дуже скромно. 
Звісно, на таку зарплату нелегко 
вижити, але я дивлюсь на 
старших українців, в яких пенсія 
1300 гривень, як їм? Як змінити? 
Треба підняти зарплату, пенсію, 
є багато нюансів, все не можна 
підняти. Мені важко, коли я 
чую, що українські депутати, 
влада заробляють, а наші люди 
страждають. Де їхня совість, 
як так можна? Проста жінка 
сама не має, але дає тому, хто 
бідніший... Українські депутати 
мають мільйони 1 що вони дають 
старшим людям, бідним?» — 
запитує Джон Ющенко. 

Соціальна несправедливість 
в Україні йому болить, тим 
паче, що може порівнювати з 
Канадою, де людина у державі 
цінується понад усе. Вдома 
Джон з батьками розмовляв 
англійською. Втім, від батька чув 
розповіді про історію України, 
культуру, тому попросив 
записати його в українську 
школу. А вже в Україні він 


старається вчити мову, пише 
і читає українською. Бо без 
мови, культури немає народу, 
каже він. Часто порівнює себе із 
дідусем, який приїхав у Канаду 
i не знав англійської: «Ось коли 
розмовляю українською і мені 
важко підібрати слова, я собі 
думаю, як було моєму дідусеві 
розмовляти англійською... .». 

Те, що приїхав в Україну і 
тут живе й працює, розуміє як 
данину пам'яті його рідних, 
які жили у Канаді з надією 
повернутись в Україну, на рідну 
землю, у рідний Бучач. 


«Я | хочу, mod українці 
цінували | й | поважали свій 
край, говорили українською, 


любили її, щоб більше іноземців 
хотіли тут жити, щоб піднімати 
український народ, а ще щоб в 
Україні народжувалось більше 
дітей», - наголошує він. 

Джон Ющенко переконаний, 
що зміни в Україні настануть, 
коли кожен громадянин України 
розпочне їх із себе - не даватиме 
хабаря i не вимагатиме Його, 
дотримуватиметься законів. А 
ось що бажає для себе, відповів 
дуже скромно: «Нічого, я дуже 
задоволений, що служу, а що 
буде в майбутньому - не знаю. 
Але я зробив той крок, на який 
не всі можуть зважитись. Не 
хочу ані більше, ані менше у 
житті. Почуваюсь комфортно, 
ще MeHi важко розмовляти 
українською, але я стараюсь. 
Є така пісня «Вставай, козаче 
молодий, твоя дівчина плаче». 
Як можна не встати, коли твоя 
дівчина плаче...». 
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Artemenko faces 


over back-channel peace plan 


(RFE/RL)—Ukraine’s top prosecutor says his of- 
fice is investigating a prev iously obscure lawmaker 
on suspicion of treason after he presented associ- 
ates of President Donald Trump with a controver- 
sial peace plan for Ukraine and Russia. 

Prosecutor-General Yuriy Lutsenko told reporters 
on February 21 that Andriy Artemenko may have 
committed a treasonous offense in designing a plan 
to lease Ukraine’s Crimean Peninsula to Russia in 
exchange for Kyiv regaining control of land held by 
Russia-backed separatists in the east. 

The peace-for-sanctions-relief plan Artemenko 


J поь п 
Artemenko admits Russia blackmail 
plan sent to Trump’s White House 


By Bill Palmer, The Palmer Report, February 27, 2017 

Earlier this month came the news of a spectacularly 
strange story in which Kremlin-backed politician An- 
driy Artemenko went through friends and associates of 
Donald Trump to deliver a blackmail plan to Michael 
Flynn’s office. The plan would have involved Trump 
using Russian blackmail material to oust the president 
of the Ukraine, so Artemenko could take over the coun- 
try and give Crimea to Russia. Some of the conspirators 
are denying this or changing their stories. But now Arte- 
menko is confirming the entire thing. 

Artemenko is now confirming that he met with 
current Trump attorney Michael Cohen and former 
Trump business associate Felix Sater in New York last 
month to deliver the blackmail plan to them. He also 
says he later received “confirmation” from Sater that 
the plan had in fact been delivered to Trump’s White 
House, according to Business Insider. But the plan ap- 


Hous, aceordngto Business sider Виміеріапаро ій Che ers. —__— 
Trump associates facilitated back- 
channel Ukraine peace plan 


Cont. from P. 1 

Artemenko said he was put into contact with Cohen 
by Felix Sater, a Russian-American business associate 
of Trump’s who pleaded guilty in a mafia-connected 
racketeering case in 1998. 

Cohen told The New York Times that he person- 
ally left Artemenko’s proposal in Flynn’s office while 
Flynn was still serving as Trump’s national security 


Haley reiterates 


(UCC National)—Speaking at the UN Security 
Council on February 21, US Ambassador Nikki Haley 
stated: 

“It can be tempting to take Europe’s peace and 
security for granted. Europe is a continent of strong, 
stable democracies. And Europe is a continent 
of flourishing economies that benefit from close 
cooperation. But Europe faces serious challenges 
— most acutely, Russia’s attempts to destabilize 
Ukraine and infringe upon Ukraine’s sovereignty and 
territorial integrity. [...] More than three years ago, 
the Ukrainian people took to the streets to speak out 
against political oppression and corruption. These 
protesters demanded freedom, democracy, and respect 
for the rule of law, and they succeeded in creating a 
new Ukraine. 

“The United States continues to stand with the 
Ukrainian people. But Russia has tried to prevent the 
change that the Ukrainian people demanded. Russia 
occupied Crimea and attempted to annex this piece 
of Ukrainian territory — an act the United States 
does not recognize. Russia then armed, financed, and 
organized separatist forces in eastern Ukraine, leading 
to a devastating and senseless conflict that has cost 
more than 10,000 lives. 

“The scenes of destruction from the town of 
Avdiyivka in recent weeks show the consequences 
of Russia’s ongoing interference in Ukraine. Russia’s 
recognition in recent days of purported passports and 
other illegitimate documents distributed by Russian- 

backed separatists in Ukraine’s Donetsk and Luhansk 
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‘treason’ inquiry 


claimed he co-authored thrust him into the spotlight 
on February 20 after The New York Times reported 
that it had wound up on the desk of Trump’s short- 
lived national security adviser, Michael Flynn. 

A document announcing the inquiry shared on Fa- 
cebook by Lutsenko accuses Artemenko of carrying 
out subversive activities against Ukraine. 

Such actions are punishable in Ukraine by 10 to 15 
years in prison. 

Artemenko, who was ousted on February 20 from 
the Radical Party, could not immediately be reached 


(15. Senator Susan Collins (center) is interviewed by reporters alongside 
Senator John McCain in the U.S. Capitol 


Key U.S. senator open 
to subpoena of Trump 
records in Russia probe 


(RFE/RL)—A Republican member of the U.S. Senate Intelligence 
Committee said she’s open to using a subpoena to investigate President 
Donald Trump’s tax returns for possible connections to Russia. 

In an interview with Maine Public Radio on February 22, Susan Collins 
also said that many members of the committee, which is leading Con- 
gress’s investigation of Russian interference in the 2016 presidential elec- 
tion, will formally request that ousted national security adviser Michael 
Flynn testify before the panel. 

Collins was asked if the committee would subpoena Trump’s tax гес- 
ords, which he has refused to release, prompting her to break ranks with 
the Republican president. She responded that she hopes for “voluntary 
cooperation” but is open to using a subpoena if necessary. 

“If it’s necessary to get to the answers, then І suspect we would,” she 
said. “All of us are determined to get the answers... This is a counterintel- 
ligence operation in many ways. That’s what our committee specializes 
in... We are used to probing in depth in this area.” 

Collins noted in the interview that Republicans hold only a one-seat 
majority on the committee. Her vote on the subpoena matter could prove 
crucial, as Democrats have been calling on Trump for months to release 
his tax records. 

Trump’s refusal to disclose his tax returns is a break with longstand- 
ing tradition among U.S. presidents. He has said he would be happy to 
release them after the completion of an Internal Revenue Service audit. 

Using a subpoena to get access to the tax returns would be a more ag- 
gressive move than Republicans in Congress have been willing to take 
thus far in their investigations of alleged Russian meddling in the elec- 
tion. House and Senate GOP leaders have not yet shown any interest in 
taking such a step. 

The previous week, House Republicans blocked an attempt by Demo- 
crats to use an obscure law to obtain the tax returns from the U.S. Treasury. 
Democrats on the House Ways and Means Committee had framed the issue 
as a matter of national security, questioning whether Trump has any invest- 
ments in Russia. 

In saying that the intelligence committee will seek Flynn’s testimony, 
Collins did not indicate whether his appearance before the committee 
would be public or behind closed doors. 

Flynn was ousted following reports that he misled Vice President Mike 
Pence about phone conversations he had before taking office discussing 
Russian sanctions with Russian Ambassador to the United States Sergei 
Kislyak. 

Collins said the committee is in the midst of a “broad investigation’ 
about Russia’s alleged influence in the election and it’s too early to specu- 
late about the results. 

FBI Director James Comey on February 17 gave the committee a ЇМО: 
hour briefing on the agency’s investigation of alleged Russian meddling 
which reportedly started before the November election. 

Collins touted the “bipartisan” nature of the committee’s probe ап 

4 pledged: “We will get to the bottom of this.” 


pied Weve en раною 
U.S. demands Russia 
observe cease-fire 


(RFE/RL)—The United States has called on Russia to “immediately 
observe a cease-fire deal in eastern Ukraine — saying that a combine 
force from Russia’s military and pro-Russia separatists in eastern Ukrain 
had been targeting international monitors. 

Ina February 26 statement, the U.S. State Department called on “Russi 
and the separatist forces it backs to immediately observe the cease-fir 
withdraw all heavy weapons, and allow full and unfettered access” to th 
region for monitors from the Organization for Security and Cooperatio 
in Europe (OSCE). 

Washington’s call came a day after the OSCE monitoring mission sai 
armed men in separatist-controlled territory to the north of Donetsk he 
seized one of the unarmed drones that the monitors use to assess СЄА5! 
fire violations. 

State Department spokesman Mark Toner said the United States w 
closely monitoring growing violence in eastern Ukraine — including, 
his words, the “targeting of OSCE Special Monitoring Mission monito 
and the seizure of a Special Monitoring Mission unmanned aerial vehic 
by combined-Russian separatist forces.” 


for comment. 


peared to have fallen apart when Flynn subsequently 
resigned due to the exposure of his own role in the 
Trump-Russia scandal. 

This confirmation from Artemenko is crucial be- 
cause Cohen gave two different stories to the media 
about the conspiracy, both confirming and denying 
it. This is the same Michael Cohen who was accused 
of negotiations with the Russians over Trump’s own 
blackmail problems, though Cohen denies this. 

Artemenko’s open admission of his role in the Russia- 
Ukraine blackmail plan is notable in that a prosecutor 
in the Ukraine recently announced that Artemenko may 
be facing treason charges for his role in the plot, which 
involved ousting the legitimately elected president of the 
Ukraine. It’s unclear if Artemenko is now coming clean 
as part of an attempt to get himself out from under those 
charges. But in any case he’s now directly implicating 
both Cohen and Sater in the conspiracy. 


adviser. 

Ukraine’s ambassador to the United States, Valeriy 
Chaly, criticized Artemenko’s initiative — saying the | 
opposition lawmaker was “not entitled to present any 
alternative peace plans on behalf of Ukraine.” 

More than 9,750 people have been killed in fighting 
in eastern Ukraine between government forces and 
Russia-backed separatists since April 2014. 


sanctions pledge 


Nikki Haley 


regions is another direct challenge to efforts to bring 
peace to eastern Ukraine. [...] Greater cooperation 
with Russia cannot come at the expense of the security 
of our European friends and allies. 

That is why the United States calls on Russia to 
respect Ukraine’s sovereignty and territorial integrity. 
That is why we continue to urge Russia to show а 
commitment to peace - by fully implementing the 
commitments under the Minsk agreements and ending 
its occupation of Crimea. The United States and the 
EU remain united in this approach, keeping sanctions 
in place until Moscow fully honors its Minsk 
commitments. Our separate Crimea-related sanctions 
will remain in place until Russia returns control over 
the peninsula to Ukraine.” 
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The muddled messages from the White House con- 
cerning Russia and its disregard of international law 
should gravely concern democratic states. In Ukraine, 
this is a matter of national existence and a matter of 
life and death. 

To date, the only effective — as seen through Rus- 
sia’s annexation of Crimea and invasion of Donbas 
— have been economic sanctions. It is vital that they 
continue or, better yet, expand until Russia reverts to 
behaving like a normal, law-abiding state. Until then, 
they must remain to underscore democracies’ commit- 
ment to the rule of law and world order. Ukraine needs 
them as a moral support for its three-year heroic stand. 

To be effective, the sanctions must have the back- 
ing of the leader of the free world, the United States 
president. It’s not clear where President Donald Trump 
stands on the issue now. 

There is no ambiguity about his wish for better 
relations with Russia or his admiration for Russian 
President Vladimir Putin. The question is at what 
cost? Will Trump tolerate Russia’s escalation of ag- 
gression against a sovereign country, Ukraine? Dupli- 
city in Syria? Cyber interference in America’s elec- 
tions? Disregard for international law and order? 

Canada’s message to the White House has been 
clear. In her recent trip to the United States, Foreign 
Minister Chrystia Freeland expressed “very strong 
support” for Ukraine. At a meeting with her counter- 
part, Secretary of State Rex Tillerson, she condemned 
the recent escalation of Russia’s attacks and under- 
scored that “the invasion and annexation of Crimea is 
illegal and a threat to the international order.” 

Hopefully Canada’s strong voice and reputation as 
a fervent supporter of democratic values and so fledg- 
ling democracies will balance misguided calls for the 
removal of sanctions in the interest of expediency. 

Today, the need to stand up for territorial integrity, 
rule of law, inclusivity, and individual rights and free- 
doms is being challenged globally. Russia leads the 
pack. To do so, it employs psychological and cyber 
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Conservative Ukraine package 
deserves all-party support 


On February 23, the Conservative Party of Canada released a proposed 
Ukrainian Defence and Aid Package, which calls upon the Liberal Соу- 
ernment to take concrete action to support Ukraine. 

“As the violence and tensions in Eastern Ukraine continue to mount, 
Ukraine is in need of more Canadian support, not less,” stated a release 
announcing this package. Among its specific points, it calls upon the gov- 
ernment to immediately: 

+ Extend and expand Operation Unifier, Canada’s military training mis- 
sion to Ukraine which is set to expire on March 31, 2017; 

* Restore theypractice of providing Radarsat-2 Imagery to the Ukrainian 
military; 

+ Add Ukraine to the Automatic Firearms Country Control List, and 
supply the Ukrainian military with lethal defensive equipment; 

* Strengthen sanctions to hold corrupt foreign officials to account by 
implementing our Magnitsky legislation (Bill C-267 in the House of 
Commons and Bill S-226 in the Senate); 

+ Sign and implement the Canada-Ukraine Defence Cooperation Agreement; 

+ Increase the number of OSCE monitors to report on violations of the 
Minsk Agreements; 

+ Provide additional humanitarian assistance to support the 1.6 million 
internally displaced people in Ukraine; and 

+ Call on Russia to respect Ukraine’s sovereign territory and abide by 
all aspects of the Minsk Agreements. 

Many of these, such as humanitarian aid, increasing the number of 
OSCE monitors and calls upon Russia to respect Ukraine’s sovereign ter- 
ritory are motherhood issues. 

But getting into the specifics of some of the others, we assume Operation 
Unifier will be renewed, based upon the confirmation of the planned troop 
deployment by a spokesperson for Defence Minister Harjit Sajjan to this 
newspaper, and the report of The Globe and Mail that the operation will 
continue, citing a senior government source. Nevertheless, if this is the case 
we must question why this announcement has been delayed for so long? 

As for Radarsat-2, we are quite aware that the program was not very 
effective and, according to documents obtained by The Ottawa Citizen, 
became tangled up in red tape. 

But here, it would seem to us — you don’t cut the program — you cut the 
red tape. 

And as far as the proposed Magnitsky law, which would update Canada’s 
laws to ensure that foreign nationals who are responsible for gross human 
rights violations can be punished and sanctioned accordingly, is concerned, 
the biggest stumbling block here was former Foreign Minister Stephane 
Dion. Well, Dion is gone, and with him, hopefully, this stumbling block is as 
well. It should be noted that on February 21 the British House of Commons 
passed a similar law — unanimously! 

What we find most encouraging in these proposals is the demand to 
supply Ukraine with lethal defensive weapons. This is of utmost import- 
ance if the country is to have a fighting chance to withstand the force of 
the second most powerful military in the world. While it is fair to note 
that the Conservatives did not initiate such a policy when they were in 
power, they nevertheless embrace it now and for that we commend them. 

But it is not our intention to take a partisan stand on this issue. Our in- 
tention is to endorse the program proposed by the Conservatives simply 
on an objective appraisal of its considerable menit. 

And it does have considerable merit. In fact, it has such considerable 
merit that it deserves to be adopted as policy by all parties in the House of 
Commons - especially the governing Liberals. 

Bearing in mind Canada’s special relationship with Ukraine and the fact 
that Russian aggression against that country threatens not only Ukraine, but 
the entire post-World War II global security order, support for Ukraine is an 
issue that transcends party politics and deserves to be treated as such. 


By Marcus Kolga, Toronto Star, Feb. 22, 2017 

As the United States continues to reel from an on- 
slaught of revelations about Russian manipulation 
of its elections and members of President Donald 
Trump’s cabinet, Canadians should be alert to the fact 
our media and political system are vulnerable to simi- 
lar attacks by the Kremlin regime. 

Despite the worrying ongoing emergence of Krem- 
lin proxies and targeted disinformation, Canada has 
done little to detect or respond to these attempts to 
undermine our democracy. While many Canadians 
were shocked by U.S. revelations of Russian election 
manipulation, we cannot dismiss the possibility that 
the Kremlin attempted to do the same in Canada dur- 
ing the last election. 

As the 2015 federal campaign entered its final 
stretch, a political bomb dropped half the world away, 
freezing campaigns and permanently altering the tra- 
jectory of the polls. 

On a remote beach in Turkey, the three year old son 
of a Syrian refugee, Alan Kurdi, was photographed 
face down in the sand. His family’s boat had capsized 
after joining tens of thousands of refugees fleeing Syr- 
ia for Europe. 

Canadian media reported that Vancouver-area NDP 
MP Fin Donnelly had personally requested the help 
of then-immigration minister Chris Alexander with 
the Kurdis’ refugee application. The story was further 


Re: For Ukrainian Canadian, another self-delusional 
leap of faith. (Letter by Jayne Buryn, Ukrainian News, 
February 16 — March 1, 2017) 

І would definitely like to apologize to Ms. Вшуп, 
regarding Chrystia Freeland. It is a total disgrace that 
during Chrystia’s visits to Edmonton, she spent her 
time with her family, not attending to Ms. Buryn. For 
shame ! She could have made contacts in the Ukrain- 
jan community! 
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Canada should push Washington 


to maintain Russian sanctions 


They’ ve been the only effective weapons democracies 
have given Ukraine in its stand against Russia. 


warfare widely. In Ukraine, it has_added guns. The 
cost is some 10,000 lives, displacement of 1.5 million, 
and destruction worthy of Genghis Khan. 

True, Ukraine has repelled the Russian-backed rebels” 
latest terror in Avdiyivka, but rumours are flying that the 
pro-Russian side has some 35,000 troops on the ready. 

Yet President Trump fails to hold President Putin 
to account. He vacillates on sanctions. White House 
national security adviser Michael Flynn resigned be- 
cause of his calls with Russia’s ambassador in Wash- 
ington about sanctions. 

This White House sense of reality and judgment is 
dangerous. The free world is reeling with questions: will 
America embrace a despot? Is Putin calling the shots? 

Fortunately, there is strong pushback from democra- 
cies such as Canada and other NATO members, but most 
importantly from inside the ruling Republican Party. 

Senator John McCain wrote the president an angry 
letter reminding him that Russia’s aggression in Ukraine 
escalated the day after his Putin telephone conversation. 
He is “test[ing] you as commander in chief,” the letter 
stated and bluntly asked for more sanctions and lethal 
weapons for Ukraine to defend itself. 

As a further reaction to President Trump’s ambigu- 
ity, six Republican and Democratic senators are spon- 
soring the Russia Sanctions Review Act designed, 
according to CNN, “to push back against the White 
House if it eased sanctions before Russia pulls out of 
Ukraine.” They are confident that it will withstand a 
presidential veto. 

Such moves instil hope that America’s democratic 
way has not capitulated to expediency or autocratic 
bullying. But global support is needed. 

In Washington, last week, Prime Minister Justin 
Trudeau missed an opportunity to underscore yet 
again the importance of supporting democratic values 
by dealing properly with abusers. Neither Russia’s 
threat to peace and security nor sanctions against it 
were mentioned, as if they didn’t exist. 

Oksana Bashuk Hepburn is formerly a senior policy 
adviser to Canada’s government and president of a 
consulting firm. 


Canada is not immune to Kremlin 
manipulation and disinformation 


sensationalized with the fabrication that Alexander 
had denied the non-existent request. It was later re- 
vealed that Donnelly had, in fact, failed to give the 
family correct advice, and a proper refugee applica- 
tion was never delivered to Canadian authorities. 

What we now recognize was false news had a hand 
in altering the outcome of the 2015 federal election. 
Polls taken after the Kurdi incident show a dramatic 
downturn in Conservative support, which ultimately 
continued through election night. 

It is widely accepted that Vladimir Putin seized the 
opportunity to weaponize the Syrian refugee crisis in 
order to destabilize Europe and erode confidence in 
western liberal democracies. Its effects are being seen 
in polls around Europe and the U.S., where govern- 
ments friendly to Russia’s illiberal authoritarian re- 
gime threaten to be, or have already been, elected. 

While the refugee crisis is an example of indirect 
Kremlin manipulation, Canadians have been exposed to 
a direct stream of constant Russian disinformation, fake 
news and influence in the media since 2008 or earlier. 

Canadian TV content providers give the Kremlin’s 
notorious, state-run cable news channel, RT, a direct 
line into the living rooms of Canadians to confuse, 
deceive and misinform them. Unlike BBC, Deutche 
Welle and CNN, which require Canadian consum- 
ers to pay a premium fee for these news services, RT 

Cont. on P. 7 


Freeland’s aunt wants to meet Buryn 


Letter to the Editor 


I would like to meet Ms. Buryn, and talk to her. 
Perhaps she could contact me at the next Ukrainian 
community event - The Shevchenko Concert, March 
12 at 2:30 at the Ukrainian Youth Unity Centre. 

Oksana Chomiak Ensslen (Chrystia’s aunt) 
Edmonton 
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Scene from Bitter Harvest 


A challenge to fake news peddlers 


By Lubomyr Luciuk 

My godmother told me the truth. When I shared it 
with my history teacher he said she was mistaken, or 
had lied. 

I was upset. I asked my parents who was right. 

They gave me a book, Russian Oppression in 
Ukzaine. I still have it. My first encounter with this 
green-covered volume was brief. I slammed it shut, 
shuddering at the black & white photographs inside 
— the remains of famine victims being heaved into a 
cart, the bodies of raped-then-murdered women jum- 
bled on a bed, a massacred community’s corpses ex- 
humed to identify their killers. Even though I looked 
away quickly it was too late — a Pandora’s Box of 
nightmares was freed. Those images, glimpsed dec- 
ades ago, burden me to this day. Only a few minutes 
ago I dared look again. They remain harrowing. 

The essay I penned got a poor grade. Defiantly, I pre- 
sented the book to my teacher. Disdainfully, he gave it 
back, dismissing it as “anti-Soviet propaganda.” 

He was right. It was. It was also true. It just took a 
half-century to confirm. 

What brought this high school reversal to mind 
was the film, Bitter Harvest. As it ended I glanced 
around the screening room. Some cried quietly. Others 
seemed uncertain about how to react. I know why. It’s 
beautifully filmed, a love story about Natalka and 
Yuri, set in an almost Edenic landscape saturated with 
colours evoking a verdant and fruitful life. Very soon 
however, almost imperceptibly, it begins to soil, in- 
exorably, as the brutality of the Bolshevik occupation 
of Ukraine metastasizes Europe’s breadbasket into a 
modern-day Golgotha, a place of skulls. Can love sur- 
vive such corrupting foulness? I don’t know. 

Over 4 million people perished during the Holodomor, 
the Great Famine of 1932-1933 — after Moscow’s min- 
ions stripped Soviet Ukraine of food, exporting grain 
even as widespread hunger took hold, sealing the bor- 
ders to prevent anyone leaving or aid getting in, while 
insisting there was no famine. Then Stalin’s shills buried 
the truth about one of the greatest genocides to befoul 
modern history, their dissembling succoured by scrib- 
blers like Walter Duranty of The New York Times who 
claimed: “there is no actual starvation or deaths from 
starvation, but there is widespread mortality from dis- 
eases due to malnutrition.” Privately, he told British dip- 


lomats “as many as 10 million people” died. Yet Lon- 
don never exposed this great Soviet lie. Why? In June 
1934 the Foreign Office’s Laurence Collier provided a 
humbug of an excuse for posterity: “The truth of the 
matter is, of course, that we have a certain amount of 
information about famine conditions... We do not want 
to make it public, however, because the Soviet govern- 
ment would resent it and our relations with them would 
be prejudiced.” 

No wonder my teacher knew nothing about this 
man-made famine. Many still don’t. Stalin’s succes- 
sors in the Kremlin remain Holodomor-deniers while 
fellow travellers in the West call upon the world to 
їшт a blind eye to continuing Russian imperialism 
against Ukraine, lest we offend the “Great Russians.” 
This film challenges those fake news peddlers. So, ГА 
wager Mr. Putin won’t want you to see Bitter Harvest. 
I wish President Trump would. 

It’s haunting. Scenes portray doomed Ukrainian 
insurgents charging their oppressors, a boy pawing 
desperately at dirt barely covering his mother’s just- 
buried remains, a fleeting shadow of self-doubt on a 
Red Army man’s face in a firing squad executing in- 
nocents, desperate people doing whatever they must 
to live, even collaborating with the very Communists 
who were their killers. Millions of Ukraine’s best sons 
and daughters were disposed of unceremoniously, 
tipped into collective boneyards. The survivors were 
leavings, entombed in a post-genocidal society, vic- 
tims of a crippling legacy still unexorcised. 

After Nina died I helped clean her house. Every 
kitchen shelf was over-stocked with non-perishable 
goods — bags of flour, sugar and canned preserves — 
supplies sufficient to sustain anyone for months. Dusk 
fell as we harvested. Her home slowly hushed. I grew 
disquieted in this silence, calling to mind her gentle 
whispering about the glutinous human flesh eaten in 
her village during the famine. Faced with this abom- 
ination she scavenged worms and weeds rather than 
sup on what others devoured. She swore never to be 
without food again. That’s how Nina saved her soul 
and came to share the truth about Ukraine’s bitter har- 
vest. As for the food we took from her home it went to 
feed the hungry. She would have liked that. 

Lubomyr Luciuk is a professor of political geography 
at The Royal Military College of Canada 


Canada is not immune to Kremlin manipulation 
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is available on basic Rogers and Bell TV services, 
spewing a constant stream of conspiracy theories and 
manufactured anti-Western propaganda in order to 
erode confidence in our own government and demo- 
cratic institutions. 

Canadian “experts” appear on RT’s programs to la- 
ment any Canadian policy that doesn’t align with the 
Kremlin. They also appear — less frequently — on 
our own media channels, as academics or former dip- 
lomats, rarely revealing their interests in Russia and 
connections with the Kremlin. 

Carleton University professor, Piotr Dutkiewicz often 
appears on RT and is quoted by other news outlets, yet is 
rarely identified as a board member of Vladimir Putin’s 
Valdai Discussion Club or the Canada Russia Eurasia 
Business Association (CERBA) — both of which are 
Kremlin-sponsored groups. Dutkiewicz recently joined 
the chorus of Russian state media to complain that the 
appointment of Chrystia Freeland as Canada’s Minister 
of Foreign Affairs “will further diminish our capacity in 
the forum of international relations.” 

Also on the CERBA board and CEO of a Russian 
mining company, Silver Bear, is former Canadian 
Ambassador to Russia, Chris Westdal. The former 
diplomat publicly rejects the need for Canada to place 
sanctions on corrupt Russian officials and human 
rights abusers in the form of Magnitsky legislation. 


“Magnitsky-style sanctions make no sense for Can- 
ada,” he wrote in a recent opinion piece. 

These former diplomats and academics are not 
alone; they are joined by “grassroots” organizations 
that have been manufactured with the aid of Kremlin 
dollars and resources. NOD, a rabidly pro-Putin and 
neo-fascist group that calls for the reinstatement of 
the Soviet constitution and borders — even by force 
— has set up in Canada and even has two Facebook 
pages dedicated to its cause. 

To respond to these growing threats and to protect 
Canada’s democracy from the sort of assault that is 
occurring in the United States, Canada must consider 
developing and funding a strategic communications 
office to monitor and alert Canadians to manipulation, 
disinformation and fake news threats. 

Such a department, created within or jointly between 

Global Affairs, National Defence and Public Safety, 
must promote long term media literacy and awareness. 
Without a co-ordinated response, authoritarian leaders 
like Vladimir Putin, will take advantage of our democ- 
racy and freedoms to spread confusion and disinforma- 
tion to undermine those same principles. 
Marcus Kolga is a documentary filmmaker, writer, stra- 
tegic communications expert and human rights advocate 
and Canadian adviser to the Inter-Parliamentary Group 
on Russian Human Rights and Justice for Sergei Mag- 
nitsky. He is the publisher of UpNorth.eu. 
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Left: Scene from Bitter Harvest. Above Left to Right: Borys Wrzesnewskyj, Paul Grod, 
Yevhen Nyschuk, Ian Ihnatowycz, Eugene Czolij, Andriy Shevchenko at the premiere. 


itter Harvest premieres in Ottawa 
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BITTER HARVEST 


(UCC National)—The feature-film Bitter 
Harvest, which is based on the events of the 
Holodomor Famine-Genocide, 1932-33 in 
Ukraine, premiered in Canada at the Can- 
adian War Museum in Ottawa on February 
28. 

Bitter Harvest takes place in Ukraine dur- 
ing the Holodomor — the Genocide perpe- 
trated against the Ukrainian people by Soviet 
dictator Joseph Stalin and his regime. Bitter 
Harvest is a powerful story of love, hon- 
our, rebellion and survival, told through 
the eyes of two young lovers caught in the 
Holodomor. 

Filmed in Ukzaine, the film features а stel- 
lar cast, led by Max Irons and Samantha 
Banks and featuring Barry Pepper, Tamer 
Hassan and Terence Stamp. Director George 
Mendeluk co-wrote the screenplay with Ri- 
chard Bachynsky-Hoover. Bitter Harvest 
was produced by Ian thnatowycz, a weil 
known Ukrainian Canadian community 
leader, philanthropist and patron of the arts. 
Ірпаїомуся is Vice-Chair of the Ukrainian 
Canadian Congress (UCC) Advisory Coun- 
cil. 

Among those in attendance at the pre- 
miere were Holodomor Survivor Dr. Julia 
Woychyshyn; Ukraine’s Minister of Culture 
Yevhen Nyschuk; Member of Parliament 
Borys Wrzesnewskyj (Etobicoke-Centre); 
Ambassador of Ukraine to Canada An- 
driy Shevchenko; President of the Ukrain- 
ian World Congress Eugene Czolij; Bitter 
Harvest Director George Mendeluk; Mark 
O’Neill, President and CEO of the Canadian 
Museum of History; Andrew Hladyshevsky, 
QC, President of the Ukrainian Canadian 
Foundation of Taras Shevchenko; Paul Grod, 
National President of the Ukrainian Can- 
adian Congress and representatives of many 
international diplomatic missions in Ottawa. 

“My desire in producing Bitter Harvest 
was to reach the hearts and minds of viewers 
and draw attention to Ukraine and Ukrainian 
history,” stated Thnatowyez. “The scale and 
magnitude of the Holodomor — where mil- 
lions of innocent Ukrainians died in the fam- 
ine genocide engineered by Joseph Stalin — 
is a story the world must hear and remember. 
It is considered one of the greatest crimes 
against humanity.” 

“Thanks to the efforts of Mr. Ihnatowycz 
and the cast and crew, millions of people 
in dozens of countries will be able to learn 
about the Holodomor,” said Grod. “For 
too long, this Genocide was hidden by the 
Soviet regime from the world. This moving 
and poignant film stands as a tribute to the 
millions of victims of the Holodomor, and to 
the Ukrainian peoples’ enduring struggle for 
liberty.” 

Bitter Harvest premieres in theatres across 
Canada on Friday, March 3. The film is dis- 
tributed in Canada by D Films, and more in- 
formation can be found on the film’s website 
by visiting www.bitterharvestfilm.com 
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Prayer Service for the Heavenly Hundred 


Heroes do not die! 


Prayer service held for Heavenly Hundred 


By Lidia M. Wasylyn, League of Ukrainian 
Canadian Women, Edmonton Chapter 

The poignant sounds of the Panakhyda 
filled St. John’s Ukrainian Orthodox Cath- 
edral on February 19, as members of the 
Ukrainian community of Edmonton gath- 
ered for an Ecumenical prayer service for 
Ukraine and the Heavenly Hundred-The Ne- 
besna Sotnia. Clergy of both the Ukrainian 
Orthodox and Ukrainian Catholic Churches 
co-celebrated. On behalf of the Ukrainian 
Orthodox Church were Rev. Fr. Cornell 
Zubritsky from St. John Cathedral, The Rt. 
Rey. Protopresbyter Nicholas Orest Raul- 
iuk from St. Michael’s Parish, Rev. Mykola 


Petrushchak and Rev. Yuriy Suchevan from 
SL. Andrew Sobor Parish. Representing the 


Ukrainian Catholic Church were Very Rev. 
Myhailo Planezak of the Holy Eucharist 
Parish, Rey. Janko Herbut of the Exaltation 
of the Holy Cross Parish and Rev. Julian 
Bilyj from St. Nicholas Parish. The choir 
of St. John’s Orthodox Cathedral sang the 
Panakhyda and led the faithful present in 
prayer. 

A brief but very meaningful homily was 
delivered by Rey. Fr. Zubritsky. He dis- 
cussed the importance of giving of oneself. 
He noted how those who died on the Maidan 
and those who have died since defending 
Ukraine against Russian aggression have 
sacrificed everything, giving their lives de- 
fending their native land. Rev. Zubritsky re- 
minded that particularly during the upcom- 
ing Lenten period, it is our opportunity to 
give as well. Giving can take many forms; 
we give our time, our effort and our pray- 
ers, but when the need it great is important to 
give financially as well. 

Organized by the Edmonton Branches 
of the League of Ukrainian Canadians and 
the League of Ukrainian Canadian Women 
on behalf of the Edmonton chapter of the 
Ukrainian Canadian Congress, this event 
was attended by some 200 people. A short 
program followed the Ecumenical service at 
the St. John’s Cultural Centre. M.C. for the 
evening was Taras Podilsky, executive mem- 
ber of the Edmonton Chapter of the League 
of Ukrainian Canadians. He spoke movingly 
about the spontaneous awakening of the 
Ukrainian people in the winter of 2014 that 
has come to be known as the Revolution of 
Dignity. The attempt by government forces 
to suppress peaceful mass demonstrations 
that spontaneously erupted when President 
Yanukovych refused to sign the Association 
Agreement with the European Union, ended 
with the death of over 100 unarmed protest- 
ers who are now known as the Nebesna Sot- 
nia-the Heavenly Hundred. The slaughter of 
these unarmed citizens who died on the Mai- 
dan in Kyiv has inspired the Ukrainian na- 
tion to continue its struggle for dignity and to 


build a nation founded on respect for human 
rights, democratic principles and justice. 

The keynote speaker for the evening was 
Edmonton radio personality and lifelong 
community volunteer Roman Brytan. In his 
address, Brytan recounted the historic events 
of the Revolution of Dignity and the subse- 
quent killings of protesters on the Maidan. 
He eloquently presented a rich collection of 
commentary and quotes by numerous writ- 
ers, authors and journalists who analysed 
and memorialized the events of the Maidan. 

Four students of the Ivan Franko School of 
Ukszainian Studies, presented moving poems 
written since the events of the Maidan. 
Natalya Kohut read the now. well-known 
poem “Mamo пе Plach Ya Poyernusia Ves- 
nou” by Oksana Korabel, dedicated to the 
mothers of those who died on the Maidan. 
Kiara Berezovsky read the very poignant “A 
Sotniu Vzhe Zustrily Nebesa” by Liudmyla 
Maksymiuk. The poem “Heroyam Nebes- 
noyi Sotni” by Lubov Hrynyk was expres- 
sively recited by Solomia Myc. The poem 
“Plyvut Hroby Po Moriu” by Mariana Savka 
was touchingly delivered by Adrianna Dzus. 
Each one of these poems was a heart-rending 
expression of the immeasurable human grief 
arising from the loss of life. Each one high- 
lighted the tragic sacrifices made for one’s 
country, and for all Ukrainians. 

Several video clips about the Nebesna Sot- 
nia and the Maidan were interspersed with 
the poems. The visual and musical selections 
were stirring reminders that the brutal kill- 
ings on the Maidan that outraged the Ukrain- 
ian nation, were only the beginning; Ukraine 
is now in the third year of its fight against 
Russian aggression. It was profoundly sad 
to realize that Ukrainians are once again, 
writing sorrowful songs and heartbreaking 
poems about the loss of Ukraine’s finest de- 
fending their native land. 

Taras Podilsky thanked all those who con- 
tributed to the success of the evening with a 
special thank you to the Bishops, clergy and 
St. John Cultural Centre staff. The evening 
was concluded with the singing of Ukraine’s 
spiritual hymn “Bozhe Velyky Yedyny” by 
Mykola Lysenko and finally, the Ukrain- 
ian National Anthem “Shche Ne Vmerla 
Ukraina.” 

Donations were solicited for the Guardian 
Angels Ukraine Humanitarian Project. This 
non-profit project initiated by the League of 
Ukrainian Canadian Women under the aus- 
pices of the International Council in Support 
of Ukraine, provides urgent medical services 
and rehabilitation for veterans and civilians, 
injured because of Russian military aggres- 
sion against Ukraine. Important details about 
this life-changing project can be found at 
www.guardianangelsukraine.com 

Герої не вмирають-- Heroes do not die! 
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Orthodox priests and others take part in a procession commemorating the third anniversary 
of Ukraine 5 pro-European Union (EU) mass protests in central Kyiv. 


Ukrainians honor those killed 


(RFE/RL)—Hundreds of people gathered 
in central Kyiv on February 20 to commem- 
orate the third anniversary of the bloodiest 
day of protests that led to the ouster of pro- 
Russian President Viktor Yanukovych. 

The commemorations honored protesters, 
known as the Heavenly Hundred, who were 
killed in clashes with security forces in Kyiv 
following months of protests triggered by 
Yanukovych’s decision to spurn closer ties 
with the European Union. 

The protests ended with Yanukovych flee- 
ing Kyiv on February 21, 2014. The former 
president, who took refuge in Russia, de- 
nies ordering police to fire on protesters and 
claims the violence was a “planned oper- 
ation” to overthrow his government. 

Ukrainian prosecutors say 104 people 
were killed and 2,500 injured in the protests. 

Russia proceeded to annex Ukraine’s Cri- 
mean Peninsula following a covert military 
operation there, and back armed separatists 


SHUMKA 


UKRAINIAN SRUMKA DANCERS 


in Euromaidan protests 


in eastern Ukraine, where the fighting has 
killed more than 9,750 people since it erupt- 
ed in April 2014. 

Russia’s moves triggered outrage from 
Western governments, which responded with 
several waves of sanctions targeting Moscow. 

Some of those who paid tribute to the fall- 
en protesters in Kyiv on February 20 criti- 
cized President Petro Poroshenko’s govern- 
ment, drawing accusations from other dem- 
onstrators that they were “provocateurs.” 

Earlier in the day, Poroshenko met with 
relatives of those who died in what are 
known as the Euromaidan protests and at- 
tended a prayer service alongside his wife 
and other Ukrainian officials at Kyiv’s St. 
Michael’s Cathedral. 

A day earlier, nationalists and other pro- 
testers clashed with police in Kyiv as dem- 
onstrators rallied in support of a blockade on 
coal-producing regions controlled by Rus- 
sia-backed separatists in eastern Ukraine. 
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CHORUS 


re REN Shevchenko 


па historic first, two of North America’s premier Ukrainian performing 
arts ensembles present an evening of song, music, dance and bandura, 
celebrating Taras Shevchenko’'s legacy. 


MARCH 18, 2017 


Sony Centre for the Performing Arts 


MARCH 19, 2017 


Chrysler Theatre « St.Clair College Centre For The Arts 


APRIL 8-9, 2017 


Northern Alberta Jubilee Auditorium 


To purchase tickets online and for more information, please visit 
www.shumka.com » www.bandura.org 


Ор Unifier recycles 
while supporting 
a good cause 


By Capt Stephen Neil, /TF-U Chaplain 

In addition to training their Ukrainian counterparts while on Operation 
UNIFIER, members of Joint Task Force — Ukraine (JTF-U) have been 
supporting an initiative to provide prosthetic limbs for Ukrainian sol- 
diers. 

When Canadian troops in Ukraine recycle their bottles and caps, the 
monetary value of the weight of the plastic is donated to OBEC, an or- 
ganization that provides prosthetic limbs. 

Caritas is a charitable organization that operates under the auspices 
of the Ukrainian Catholic church, and part of the current mandate of 
Caritas is to be a bottle cap delivery depot. 

So far, 72 tonnes of plastic has been collected to provide prosthetic 
limbs for ten Ukrainian soldiers. 

This past fall, several members of JTF-U had the opportunity to meet 
representatives of OBEC, as well as Roman Didera — a veteran who has 
received a prosthetic limb. 

Canadian soldiers appreciate how prosthetic limbs are readily avail- 
able at home for injured veterans. Realizing that prosthetic limbs aren’t 
as easily available for Ukrainian veterans has inspired the members of 
JTF-U to commit to recycling for charity. 

The conversation with the Ukrainians also helped members of JTF-U 
appreciate the wide range of services that are offered to our members and 
their families. For example, Canadian troops have access to the services 
of the Military Family Resource Centre (MFRC), chaplain services both 
in theatre and on the home front, as well as mental health services. 

A poignant takeaway from the meeting was the appreciation of many 
Ukrainians for the work of JTF-U. 

Canadians are helping to make a difference in the lives of Ukrainians 
who have experienced trauma as a nation at different times in the not-so- 
distant past. 

At the meeting at Caritas, Canadian soldiers could express their sup- 
port for the sacrifices being made by Ukrainian soldiers. 

This article was originally published in the Shilo Stag. 
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Ukrainian religious leaders taking part in the Joint Task Force - Ukraine chaplain development course sing 
the national anthem during a ceremony at the Hetman Petro Sahaidachny National Army Academy in Lviv, 
Ukraine, on February 10, 2017. (Photo: Joint Task Force — Ukraine) 


JTF-U shares chaplaincy 
experience with the UAF 


(Joint Task Force — Ukraine Pub- 
lic Affairs )--Twenty-two Ukrainian 
religious leaders recently finished 
a two week military chaplaincy 
course hosted by Joint Task Force 
— Ukraine. The course was marked 
with a closing ceremony on Febru- 
ary 10, 2017, at the Hetman Petro 
Sahaidachny National Army Acad- 
emy in Lviv. 

“My aim for this course was 
to present a model of chaplaincy 
based on the experience of the 
Royal Canadian Chaplain Service 
and to facilitate discussion among 
Ukrainian chaplains as they de- 
velop a clear vision of their own 
multi-faith chaplaincy model,” 
said Lieutenant-Colonel Claude 
Pigeon, Commandant of the Can- 
adian Forces Chaplain School and 
Centre and head instructor on the 
course. 


The course included working 


ie 


with the military chain of com- 
mand, leadership skills, and work- 
ing as a chaplain in a deployed set- 
ting. 

Currently, Ukrainian volunteers 
from the civilian clergy give pas- 
toral care to Ukrainian military 
members, and there is no formal 
selection or standardized training. 
Recent constitutional and legal 
changes in Ukraine are paving the 
way for the creation and profes- 
sionalization of a military chaplain 
service to support the Ukrainian 
Armed Forces (UAF). 

Five Canadian Armed Forces 
chaplains and five Ukrainian re- 
ligious leaders with experience 
in military chaplaincy taught the 
course. The Canadian and Ukrain- 
ian staff took turns giving presen- 
tations. Working together in this 
way mirrored the Ukrainian Armed 
Forces’ efforts to develop a chap- 


laincy model to suit the needs of 
their diverse society and military. 
Similar to the wide array of reli- 
gions represented in the Canadian 
Chaplaincy branch, the Ukrain- 
ian training audience was made 
up of several faith groups. These 
included Greek Catholic, Ortho- 
dox, Roman Catholic, Evangelical, 
Baptist, Pentecostal, and Muslim. 


“One of the key takeaways 
from the Canadian озон їо ae 


tolerance and acceptance of other 
religions. That will be one of the 
biggest challenges for us — this 
course was the first time we all 
got together in one room,” said 
Father Stepan Sus, a Ukrainian 
Catholic chaplain and participant 
on the course. “I found this to be 
a very beneficial opportunity to 
exchange experiences, and I am 
thankful to have had the chance 
to take part.” 


Ukraine to 
renew search for 
MH17 remains 


(RFE/RL)—Ukraine this spring 
will renew its search for human 
remains at the crash site of Ma- 
laysia Airlines flight MH17, Dutch 
Security and Justice Minister Stef 
Blok has said. 

The passenger jet was shot down 
over eastern Ukraine in mid-2014 
on a routine flight between Amster- 
dam and Kuala Lumpur. All 298 
people on board died, the majority 
of them Dutch citizens. 

“Contacts in the region have 
indicated they will renew the search 
for human remains and personal 
belongings in the spring, once the 
snow has disappeared,” Blok told 
parliament on February 16. 

His statement comes after jour- 
nalists last month discovered a bone 
fragment belonging to one of the 
victims in Ukraine’s Donbas region. 

Members of the victims’ families 
said they might push for a new of- 
ficial search in light of the discov- 
ery to ensure no remains are left 
behind, 
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A blockade by nationalist Ukrainian lawmakers and veterans of the ongoing war in the east has caused almost 
all rail traffic in the Donetsk and Luhansk regions to cease. (file photo) 


Separatists seize Akhmetov’s operations 
as tensions rise over blockade 


By Christopher Miller 

(RFE/RL)--A telecom firm and a charity controlled 
by Ukrainian billionaire Rinat Akhmetov said Russia- 
backed separatists have seized their offices in the east 
of the country, a sharp escalation in a standoff over 
a blockade hampering commerce between separatist- 
controlled territory and the rest of Ukraine. 

A spokesman for Akhmetov, Ukraine’s richest man, 
said on March 1 that armed separatists had taken 
control of an arena in the eastern city of Donetsk that 
had served as a staging ground for a charity that has 
distributed humanitarian aid since the war erupted in 
the region nearly three years ago. 

“At the moment, we’re unable to deliver any 
humanitarian aid inside nongovernment-controlled 
territory,” spokesman Jock Mendoza-Wilson told 
RFE/RL. 


.. Meanwhile, the director of Ukrtelecom, a leading 
telecom owned by Akhmetoy, wrote in a March 1 


Facebook post that the company had its office and 
equipment seized in Donetsk and was forced to halt 
phone and Internet service in separatist-controlled 
areas of the region. 

“Around 200,000 of our citizens have lost the 
ability to interact,” Mikhail Shuranov wrote. 

The seizures follow an announcement by the 
separatists that they would take control of enterprises 
located on territory they hold as of March 1 in 
response to the blockade, which was imposed more 
than a month ago by nationalist Ukrainian lawmakers 
and veterans of the ongoing war in the east. 

The blockade, whose backers have denounced what 
they call the “trade in blood” with the separatists, 
has caused almost all rail traffic in the Donetsk 
and Luhansk regions to cease. It is opposed by the 
Ukrainian government. 

The embargo has also hindered vital coal shipments 
to power stations and industrial plants in government- 
held areas, adding strains to a Ukrainian economy 
already struggling with the effects of the war that 
has killed more than 9,750 people since the Russia- 
backed separatists seized territory in April 2014. 

A flare-up in fighting killed more than 40 people in 
January and February and led to renewed international 
calls for the implementation of much-violated cease- 
fire agreements known as the Minsk accords. 

Separatist leaders Aleksandr Zakharchenko and 
Thor Plotnitskiy raised the stakes on February 27 
by announcing plans to “nationalize” Ukrainian 
companies in the areas they control, saying the 
blockade went against the Minsk agreement and was 
hurting businesses. They also said they would stop 
selling coal to Ukraine and instead send coal supplies 
to Russia or elsewhere. 

Zakharchenko, the leader of the separatists based 
in Donetsk, told local media outlets on March 1 that 
separatists have seized 40 factories and coal mines 
located in areas they control. 

Ukrainian Justice Minister Pavlo Petrenko warned 
that Kyiv would add references to the seizures to 
its international lawsuits against Russia, saying that 
“Moscow rules the authorities” in the separatist-held 
areas and adding: “Russia will bear liability for this.” 

President Petro Poroshenko’s government has long 


resisted striking a deal with the people enforcing the 
blockade, while warning that it could lead to power 
cuts but saying it has enough coal reserves to last 
through March. However, the Interfax news agency 
reported on March 1 that the Ukrainian government 
approved regulations for transporting goods to the 
conflict zone in eastern Ukraine, a possible step 
toward an attempt to end the blockade. 

Prime Minister Volodymyr Hroysman said 
the regulations came along with a plan to set up 
checkpoints to “track transportation and compliance 
with the decisions that we make.” 

He added: “The main thing is that everything 
approved will be allowed, and any other things will be 
prohibited, absolutely everything.” 

Efforts to end the blockade came after a shortage 
of anthracite coal prompted Kyiv to introduce 
emergency measures in the energy sector on February 
15, and several steel plants in the east have already 
been forced to suspend production. Among them are 
some belonging to Ukraine’s largest steel producer, 
Metinvest, which employs thousands of workers on 
both sides of the front line. 

Metinvest told the Reuters news agency that it 
would be “unacceptable” for separatist officials to 
take control of its businesses, saying this would force 
it to halt the affected operations and possibly cost the 
jobs of some 20,000 people. 

The trade regulations approved on March 1 had 
been promised on February 28 by Hroysman, whose 
previous attempt to compromise with the blockade 
participants was unsuccessful. 

Other officials have called for a less conciliatory 
approach to the blockade participants, who have 
vowed to maintain the blockade and threatened to step 
it up by blocking crucial shipments of humanitarian 
aid to the separatist-held areas. 

Interior Minister Arsen Avakoy has called on 
the government to find a way to forcibly end the 
blockade, and several blockade participants at two 
locations were attacked on March 1. The identity of 
the assailants was unclear. 

Russian President Vladimir Putin’s spokesman 
defended the separatist move to seize companies, 
saying that “regions that have been rejected by their 
state are in an increasingly difficult situation...in the 
conditions of a total blockade by extremist elements.” 

“So, of course, to some degree one can understand 
the actions of the leaders of those regions,” he said. 

Russia denies involvement in the conflict in eastern 
Ukraine, despite what Kyiv and Western countries say 
is incontrovertible evidence that Moscow whipped 
up separatism there in 2014 and has sent troops and 
weapons across the border to support the separatists. 
The United States often refers to the fighters opposing 
government units as “combined Russian-separatist 
forces.” 

Timothy Ash, an economist covering Eastern 
Europe, commented on Twitter that Kyiv will 
probably have to “cut a deal” with the separatists to 
end the blockade, which he said is likely to persist 
while Ukraine’s parliament is in recess. 

“So likely to get worse before better,” Ash said of 
the situation. 
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Local children leave a bomb shelter they had been using as living quarters 
after their homes were destroyed in shelling not far from the front line. 


UNICEF says 1 million 
children require urgent aid 


(RFE/RL)—The United Nations says the number of children in urgent 
need of humanitarian aid in eastern Ukraine has nearly doubled during 
the past year to 1 million. 

The UN’s agency for children, UNICEF, said in a report on February 
17 that the crisis is the result of the “steady deterioration” of life in east- 
ern Ukraine, where an estimated 1.7 million people have been internally 
displaced by the volatile conflict in the region. 

More than 9,750 people have been killed since fighting broke out in 
eastern Ukraine in March 2014 between Russia-backed separatists and 
Ukrainian government forces. 

UNICEF said many families have lost their sources of income, social 
benefits, and access to health care at a time when the cost of living has 
increased substantially. 

“This is an invisible emergency — a crisis most of the world has for- 
gotten,’ said Giovanna Barberis, the UNICEF representative in Ukraine. 

“Children in eastern Ukraine have been living under the constant threat 
of unpredictable fighting and shelling for the past three years,” Barberis 
said. “Their schools have been destroyed, they have been forced from 
their homes, and their access to basic commodities like heat and water 
has been cut off.” 

The UN organization said the situation is “particularly grave” for an 
estimated 200,000 children living within 15 kilometers from each side of 
the so-called “contact line” in eastern Ukraine. 


The contact line divides areas controlled by the government and non- : 


government forces, and it is where fighting is the fiercest. 

UNICEF once again calls for all sides to immediately recommit to the 
cease-fire signed in Minsk in 2015 and to respect international humanitar- 
ian law, including allowing unrestricted humanitarian access. 

It urged the sides to allow unrestricted access for groups that provide 
humanitarian assistance. 

“After three horrific years, children in eastern Ukraine urgently need 
lasting peace so that their unnecessary suffering ends,” Barberis said. 


Firtash detained in Vienna on 
European arrest warrant 


(RFE/RL)—An Austrian court has approved the extradition of Ukrain- 
ian tycoon Dmytro Firtash to the United States to face bribery allega- 
tions, overturning an earlier ruling that had said the U.S. request was 
politically motivated. 

Firtash, once an ally of former Moscow-backed Ukrainian President Vik- 
tor Yanukovych, has rejected the allegations as “absurd and unfounded.” 

Extradition, however, is still not a certainty. Firtash can appeal against 
the February 21 verdict at Austria’s Supreme Court. 

Ultimately, the final decision rests with Justice Minister Wolfgang 
Brandstetter, said Judge Leo Levnaic-Iwanski who headed the panel of 
the Upper State Court. 


Minutes after Levnaic-[wanski announced the verdict, aspokeswoman - 


for Austrian prosecutors said Firtash had been detained on a European 
arrest warrant based on a separate Spanish request. 

The spokeswoman said it was too early to say if implementing the Euro- 
pean warrant might have an impact on the extradition proceedings. Spanish 
media said the request was in relation to suspected money laundering. 

Firtash is a co-owner along with Russia’s Gazprom of RosUkrEnergo, 
a Swiss-registered company that exports natural gas from Turkmenistan 
to Eastern Europe. He is said to have made his fortune selling gas to the 
Ukrainian government when Yanukovych was in power. 

Firtash was indicted by a U.S. grand jury in 2013 in connection with 
some $18.5 million in bribes allegedly paid for a permit to mine titanium 
in India. 

He was detained in Vienna in March 2014 on the U.S. charges, but he 
was set free after posting bail of 125 million euros ($133 million), and an 
Austrian judge rejected a U.S. extradition request as politically motivated. 

On February 21, Judge Levnaic-Iwanski said the United States had 
provided further documents to strengthen its case against Firtash since 
the previous Austrian court ruling. 

Firtash, who is also wanted on criminal charges in Ukraine, has not left 
Austria since his initial detention. 

A U.S. Justice Department spokeswoman, in an email sent in reply to 
an RFE/RL request for comment, said: “While, as a general policy, the 
U.S. Department of Justice does not comment on the particulars of pend- 
ing extradition cases, we would like to extend our thanks to the Govern- 
ment of Austria for our close cooperation on law enforcement matters.” 
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ФОТО -- ХРИСТЯ КОЛОС. 


Оганізатори та учасники конференції. Зліва направо сидять: Богдана Фуртак, Любов Василів-Базюк, Дарія Даревич, Христя Стоділка-Цурковська. Стоять: Богдан 
— Колос, Ігор Томків, Богдан Небесьо, Михайло Траф як, Валерій Полковський, Ксеня Кебудзинська, Анна Ференц, Галина Костюк, Мирослав Шканорій, Tomac Приймак, Ірина 


Микитюк, Христя Колос. 


Конференція "Члени НТШ в науці 2016” 


Дагмара Турчин-Дувірак, 

член дирекції НТШ 

3 грудня 2016 року в Інституті 
св.Володимира, що Ha вулиці 620 
Спадайна | в Торонто, відбулася 
конференція | Наукового | товариства 


im. Шевченка в Канаді. Конференція 
була присвячена 125-літтю поселення 
українців в Канаді i представила у трьох 
сесіях дослідження науковців не лише 3 
Торонто, а й з Ст.Кетеринс, Едмонтону i 
Вініпегу. 

Привітала всіх присутніх президент 
НТШ д-р Дарія Даревич, а з вступним 
словом виступила голова організаційного 
комітету конференції mrp. Грина Микитюк. 

Першу сесію, яку вів мгр. Мирослав 

Іваник, відкрила мгр. Любов Василів- 
Базюк доповіддю "Головні хвилі еміграції 
до Канади Ta розвиток політичної 
діяспори". Коротко описавши початки 
переселення українців наприкінці 19- 
го століття та закладення ними перших 
релігійних, освітніх, громадських 
установ, доповідач зосередилася на 1920- 
х роках, коли до Канади приїжджають 
військові УГА i УНР, а особливо на 
1940-х роках, коли прибуває велика 
хвиля українців з таборів ПР, тобто, коли 
еміграція набуває відверто політичного 
характеру. Мгр.Василів-Базюк розповіла 
про велику роль отця д-ра Василя 
Кушніра, отця д-ра Семена Савчука, 
сенатора Антіна Глинки та полковника 
Богдана | Панчука, wo обороняли 
українців-патріотів від більшовицьких 
звинувачень в  колабораціонізмі | з 
онацистами Ta докладали великих 
зусиль, щоб сотні тисяч українців були 
прийняті в Канаді. Власне, на період 
по Другій світовій війні припадає 
найбільш активний розвій громадського, 
політичного, освітнього, наукового та 
культурного життя української спільноти 
в Канаді, коли організувалися Пласт, 
-СУМ, ОДУМ, були створені Світовий 
Конгрес Вільних Українців, численні 
кооперативні банки та кредитові спілки, 
товариства інженерів, лікарів, правників, 
журналістів, мистців, літераторів, 
Наукове товариство ім.Шевченка, та 
інші. Українська політична діяспора 
сьогодні дуже поважають в Канаді. 
Однак, нинішні досягнення, підкреслила 
на завершення доповідач, ми завдячуємо 
нашим піонерам, їх відвазі і невтомній 
праці. 

Дві наступні доповіді були присвячені 
визначним представникам української 
діяспори в Канаді. 

Д-р Валерій Полковський (Едмонтон) 
висвітлив головні аспекти діяльности 
Петра Саварина, який у своїй праці 


досягнув великих здобутків як у 
загальноканадському, так і в українському 
середовищах. Успішний адвокат, він 
був активним нчленом консервативної 
партії в Альберті, був обраний до 
Дирекції, і навіть став її президентом. 
Як українець, брав активну участь в її 
численних організаціях, а з 1983 по 1988 
рік очолював Світовий Конгрес Вільних 
Українців. Та чи не найбільша заслуга 
П.Саварина - у сприянні запровадження 
українсько-англійської шкільної 
програми в Альберті, у заснуванні 
Канадського інституту українських студій 
та Канадської фундації | українських 
студій, вершиною діяльности | яких 
стало видання п'ятитомної англомовної 
Енциклопедії України. П.Саварин 
був членом управи  Альбертського 
університету та сенатором, а з 1982 по 
1986 рік - i його канцлером. За видатні 
заслуги він був нагороджений Орденом 
Канади та удостоєний звання почесного 
доктора Альбертського університету. 

Доповідь кандидата педагогічних 
наук Богдани Фуртак була присвячена 
Трені Книш (1909-2006), її громадській 
діяльності, журналістській та 
письменницькій 0 праці. Ірена Книш 
прибула до Канади в 1950 році. Тут, 
в Торонто, вона активно дописувала 
до численних україномовних газет 
про визначних українських жінок. 
Пізніше свої публіцистичні нариси вона 
видала кількома книжками. Серед них: 
«Смолоскип у темряві" про Наталю 
Кобринську i початки українського 
жіночого руху, "Три ровесниці" про 
Уляну Кравченко, Марію Башкірцеву 
і Марію Заньковецьку, "Іван Франко 
та | рівноправність жінки", книга 
спогадів "Незабутня Ольга Басараб" та 
багато інших. ЇЇ публіцистика завжди 
вирізнялася ясністю i переконливістю 
мови, логічністю викладу і солідним 
фактологічним матеріалом. 

Друга сесія (на ній головувала Ксеня 
Кебудзинська) відкрилася 0 доповіддю 
кандидата історичних наук Михайла 
Траф'яка "Українська 9 література (в 
Канаді на сучасному етапі: поезія, 
проза, англомовна творчість? (Торонто). 
У стислому огляді майже 120-літньої 
історії розвитку української емігрантської 
літератури в Канаді доповідач виділив 
чотири періоди: перший, що почався з 
1897 року та відзначався фольклорними 1 
релігійними мотивами, міжвоєнний, коли 
сформувалася з архетипна 1 еміграційна 
повість, повоєнний, найбільш 
інтелектуально потужний, коли до Канади 
приїхало більше сотні письменників 
з України та надзвичайно збагатилася 


палітра жанрів, стилів i напрямків, 
і сучасний, коли розвиток літератури 
вступив у нову, трансформаційну фазу. 
У характеристиці сучасної української 
емігрантської літератури | доповідач 
відзначив з такі риси:  1)відбувається 
природній процес вікового старіння 
та відходу письменників повоєнного 
періоду, 2) з середовища молодшого 
покоління україномовних письменників 
майже немає, 3) 3 четвертою 
еміграційною хвилею не відбулося 
масового приїзду письменників з України, 
4) народжені в Канаді і асимільовані 
тут молоді літератори 4 пишуть на 
українські сюжети англійською мовою. 
Коротко охарактеризувавши творчість 
низки прозаїків та поетів, М.Траф'як 
закінчив свій виступ оптимістичним 
висновком про невідмирання української 
емігрантської літератури в Канаді, а її 
трансформацію: навіть в англомовній 
творчості на українські теми зберігається 
духовна спадщина українців. 

Доповідь з д-ра Томаса  Приймака 
(Торонто) була виголошена англійською 
мовою i мала назву “Ukrainian DP 
Folklore: А Neglected Legacy”. Д-р 
Приймак звернув увагу присутніх на 
те, що переважна більшість існуючих 
досліджень фольклору українських 
емігрантів відноситься до періоду перед 
Першою світовою війною. Тим не менш, 
вивчення фольклору по Другій світовій 
війні заслуговує також на пильну увагу 
дослідників, оскільки він відображає 
значні зміни у побуті, життєвому досвіді, 
ментальності українців. Зокрема, на 
відміну від піонерів, що оселялися на 
незайманих землях і | перетворювали 
їх на успішні фарми, емігранти DP 
селилися переважно в містах, а їх міський 
фольклор набував інших форм і жанрів. 
Так, виникають численні  поговірки, 
приповідки, прислів'я, анекдоти, що 
сповнені їдкої сатири на сталінський 
режим та совєтську окупаційну владу 
в Україні. Tomac Приймак навів кілька 
типових прикладів таких примовок, які 
він дотепно переклав англійською мовою. 
Деякі з них він записав ще у 1970-тих 
роках, коли студіював в Торонтонському 
університеті: "Ні корови, ні свині, тільки 
Сталін на стіні", чи "Нема хліба, ані сала, 
бо совєцька власть настала". На думку, 
д-ра Приймака, фольклорна творчість 
покоління політичної еміграції, що 
масово приїхала до Канади після Другої 
світової війни, незаслужено занедбана 
і повинна стати предметом вивчення 
сучасних дослідників. 

Цікаву сторінку минулого Канади 
висвітлив | професор Богдан Небесьо 


(Ст. Кетеринс) у доповіді “National Film 
Board of Canada та українці під час 
Другої світової війни". Національна Рада 
Кіно Канади, що, на зміну урядовому 
відділу кіно, була створена у 1939 році, 
відіграла | велику | пропагандистську 
роль під час Другої світової війни та 
випустила біля 500 фільмів з цією метою. 
Першим її директором став засновник 
документального кіно в Англії та й в 
усьому світі Джон Грірсон (по війні його 
звинувачували в шпигунських зв'язках 
з СРСР). Оскільки українці в той час 
складали другу після німців етнічну 
групу за чисельністю в Канаді (майже 
306 тисяч осіб), Рада приділяла їм велику 
увагу і зняла три документальні стрічки, 
що відображали життя, побут і культуру 
канадських українців. Так, у 1942 році 
вийшов фільм "Українські зимові свята", 
а у 1943 - "Український танок" i "Нова 
батьківщина на Заході? (New Home 
in the West). Про те, що цим фільмам 
приділялася велика увага, свідчить той 
факт, що всі вони були зняті в кольорі — 
на той час дуже коштовна річ. На жаль, на 
роль режисера перших двох фільмів була 
запрошена Лора Боултон, етномузиколог 
і орнітолог, що не мала жодного досвіду 
у галузі кіно, тому стрічки є низької 
якості. Третій фільм, який зняв Далас 
Джонс, справляє краще враження. Ці 
документальні стрічки показували перед 
початком художніх фільмів з виразною 
пропагандистською метою: вони 
закликали українських хлопців вступати 
до канадської армії. 

Доповідь проф.Мирослава Шкандрія 
(Вініпег) була присвячена мистецтву 
Романа Коваля. Живописець, скульптор, 
вітражист та майстер мозаїки Роман 
Коваль зробив величезний внесок у 
розвиток культури Західної Канади, та, на 
жаль, поки що немає жодного дослідження 
про (нього англійською мовою. Він 
народився в 1920 році в галицькому селі, 
і, як і тисячі його співвітчизників, під час 
війни опинився в Німеччині. Власне там, 
в таборах ЮР почалася його професійна 
мистецька освіта, де він навчався у 
Сергія Литвиненка та Едварда Козака. По 
приїзді до Канади працював в крамниці 
Hudson Вау i там почав продавати 
свої керамічні скульптурки, серед яких 
великий успіх мав "Козак Мамай". Як 
майстер монументальної скульптури, 
Р.Коваль залишив багато / визначних 
пам'ятників у провінціях Західної Канади. 
Серед  -пам'ятник Тарасу Шевченку 
у Вініпегу у співавторстві з Андрієм 
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У Рівному вшанували Уласа Самчука 


Інна Нагорна, 
завідувач Літературного музею 
Уласа Самчука в Рівному 

Свічу пам'яті, присвячену 112- 
їй річниці від дня народження 
найвидатнішого | українського 
письменника ХХ століття Уласа 
Самчука, запалили в рівненсько- 
му Літературному музеї його 
імені, який відчинив свої двері 
перед відвідувачами десять років 
тому. су 

За період роботи музею його 
експозицію оглянули тисячі від- 
відувачів. Щороку відбували- 
ся різноманітні музейні заходи 
- «Свіча пам'яті», «Мистецькі 
гостини», «Біля старого форте- 
піано», «Митці Великої Воли- 
ні». Започатковано видання серії 
книг «Бібліотечка Літературного 
музею Уласа Самчука в Рівно- 
му», у якій вийшло 29 книг спо- 
движників Уласа Самчука - Оле- 
ни Теліги, Ніла Хасевича, Гали- 
ни Журби, Олекси Стефановича, 
Авеніра Коломийця, Оксани Ля- 
туринської, Степана Скрипника, 
Хариті Кононенко та інших авто- 
рів. Переважна більшість з них 
видана в Україні вперше. 

До дня народження письмен- 
ника вийшла книга Докії Гумен- 
ної «Багато неба». Вона побачи- 
ла світ у видавництві «Азалія» 
завдяки гранту голови обласної 


державної адміністрації, який 
отримала журналістка Олексан- 
дра Нагорна. 

На урочистостях виступили 
голова Рівненської обласної ор- 
ганізації Національної Спілки 
письменників України Ірина Ба- 
ковецька, лауреат міської Літера- 
турної премії імені Уласа Самчу- 
ка 2016-го року Грина Одерако, 
член правління Рівненського об- 
ласного об'єднання ВУТ «Про- 
світа» імені Тараса Шевченка 
Наталія Савчук, доктор філоло- 
гічних наук, професор Ірина За- 
харчук, бандурист Назар Воло- 
щук, земляк ювіляра Володимир 
Данилюк та директор обласного 
краєзнавчого музею Олександр 
Булига. 

Звучало старовинне фортепі- 
ано з колишнього рівненського 
помешкання Уласа Самчука, на 
якому викладачі Рівненської му- 
зичної школи Nel імені Миколи 
Лисенка Олександр Шавардак 
(фортепіано) та Оксана Войто- 
вич (скрипка) виконали молитву 
«Ave Maria» Йоганна Себастьяна 
Баха, та учениця 6-го класу цієї 
ж школи Маргарита Москвич 
(викладач Людмила Зеленська, 
концертмейстер Ольга Марти- 
ненко) виконала елегію «Пам'яті 
Шевченка». У виконанні за- 
служеного працівника культури 


Біля пам'ятника Уласа Самчука 


України співачки Галини Швид- 
ків звучав вокаліз, присвячений 
Уласові Самчуку та загиблим на 
Майдані (концертмейстер Ірина 
Козачук). Учні Здолбунівської 
ЗОШ Ne3 читали поезії Оксани 
Лятуринської, Євгена Маланюка 
та Олекси Стефановича. 
Присутні хвилиною мовчання 
вшанували пам'ять офіційного 
розпорядника спадщини  Ула- 


Конференція "Члени НТШ внауці 2016” 
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Дараганом (1961), Red River 
Cart в Асинибойнському парку 
у Вініпезі (1974), пам'ятник до 
сторіччя українських піонерів 
(1891 -1991) в Ользі (Манітоба), 
пам'ятник Голодомору  1932- 
33, що стоїть в ратуші Вініпегу, 
та in. (Коваль був також 
оригінальним живописцем: 
його пейзажі, портрети жанрові 
картини та абстрактні композиції 
відрізняються спокійною 
врівноваженою палітрою 
коралових,  цеглових, синіх 
та зелених кольорів. Однак, 
мабуть, найбільше прославився 
він своїми церковними 
вітражами Ta мозаїками, що 
справді модернізували давню 
візантійську традицію та 
гармонізували її з сучасним 
архітектурним простором. Ці 
чудові твори мистця можна 
побачити в багатьох церквах 
Манітоби, Саскачевану та 
Альберти, зокрема, у монастирі 
Сестер Служебниць в Мондері 
(Альберта),українській 
католицькій церкві Богородиці 
в Маунтен Лейк (Манітоба), а 
особливо у церквах Вініпегу: 
церкві Покрови, церквісв.Андрея 
та церкві св.Михаїла, де весь 
величний ансамбль внутрішньої 
оздоби був створений Р.Ковалем. 
Коваль не малював на склі, 
він творив вітражі з комбінацій 
різнокольорового | скла. Його 
композиції випромінюють 
оптимізм, любов і великодушне 
розуміння людської природи. 
На жаль, зазначив наприкінці 
проф.Шкандрій, доля приватної 
колекції мистця, що по його 
смерті зберігається у його вдови, 
знаходиться під загрозою: досі 
не знайшлося організації, яка 
б зайнялася її збереженням та 
відкриттям для широкої публіки. 


Доповідь "Українська 
душа Василя Курилика" mrp. 
Христі Стоділки-Цурковської 
була | присвячена | питанню 
української ідентичності 
самобутнього канадського 
художника. Незважаючи на 
загальноканадське визнання, 
Курилик ніколи не  зрікався 
свого українського коріння. 
Як розповіла  мгр.Стоділка- 
Дурковська, яка особисто 
спілкувалася з мистцем, він 
часто питав відвідувачів, чи вони 
українці, 1 на ствердну відповідь 
з гордістю вигукував:"Я Tex!” У 
своїй майстерні він мав багато 
картин на українські теми, які 
ховав навіть від дружини та 
свого агента, а продавав "своїм" 
за готівку. Ha замовлення 
українців він виготовляв 
листівки на українські 
теми, готував ілюстрації до 
"Дошкілля", створив низку 
малюнків до видання казки 
Ї.Франка "Лис Микита". Курилик 
двічі відвідував Україну 3a 
совєтських часів і був вражений 
пропагандою i брехнею, які 
тоді там панували. Помер і 
похований був в українській 


вишитій | сорочці. Яскравим 
підтвердженням української 
душі Василя Курилика стала 


виставка кількох його робіт з 
приватної колекції Цурковських, 
що  демонструвалася в залі 
конференції. 

Завершила конференцію 
кандидат філологічних наук 
Галина Костюк  "Кланялися 
вам три України"? Василя 
Софронова-Левицького та 
Мирона Левицького". Василь 
Софронів-Левицький був 
письменником, перекладачем, 
журналістом, громадським 
діячем, що розпочав діяльність 
у міжвоєнному Львові, а AK 
журналіст-публіцистнайповніше 


реалізував себе вже в Торонто, 
де дописував до газети "Новий 
Шлях? в 60x-70Tx роках. Власне, 
для читачів "Нового Шляху" 
написав він серію репортажів 
про українців Югославії, 
Чехословаччини та Польщі, яку 
під назвою "Кланялися вам три 
України? видав пізніше окремою 
книжкою. Його документальні 
замальовки вирізняються 
тонкою спостережливістю, 
майстерністю викладу, 
дотепністю та гумором, а 
водночас болем за долю 
українських меншин в країнах 
комуністичного режиму. 
Титульну 0 сторінку | до цієї 
книги, як і до двох інших 
книг Софронова-Левицького, 
створив відомий графік 
Мирон Левицький (ред.: 
батько редактора «УВ» Марка 
Левицького). М. Левицький - 
майстер лінії, а його естетика 
коріниться в кращих традиціях 
українського орнаментального 
мистецтва. | Три стилізовані 
квітки | у з горішній частині 
обкладинки | (символ трьох 
Україн?) доповнені в нижній 
частині стеблами та листям. Біле 
тло увиразнює червону та рожеву 
барву делікатного рослинного 
орнаменту. Книга "Кланялися 
вам три України? є не лище 
промовистим свідченням свого 
часу, а й талановитим витвором 
співпраці двох українських 
майстрів — письменника i 
художника. 

Конференція викликала 
значний інтерес у присутніх, 
які мали до доповідачів багато 
запитань і з зацікавленням 
оглянули виставку мистецьких 
праць Василя Курилика ta 
книжок  українсько-канадських 
письменників, організовану 
п.Галиною Остапчук і Михайлом 
Траф'яком. 


хлібину і причастилися нею, 
поєднавшись духом з Уласом 
Самчуком, та поклали квіти до 
пам'ятника письменникові. 


са Самчука Ярослава Соколика 

(Канада), який відійшов у засві- 

ти третього січня 2017 року. 
Учасники заходу розламали 


Чи продавати, чи купувати, 
вуйко працюватиме для Вас! 


Nick Fedchyshyn 


UNCLE NICK 


YOUR FRIEND IN REAL ESTATE 
REALTOR’ 
COMMISSIONER OF OATHS 


Email: гіпміке, сі 
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Photo of meting from the SUSK website 


- SUSK meets with student 
leaders from Ukraine 


(SUSK)—On the evening of January 30 Internal Relations Director 
Kimberly Gargus, Secretary Ivanka Soletsky, Vice President West Natalia 
Radyo, and External Relations Director Stephanie Nedoshytko, met with 
three student government leaders from Ukraine to discuss the workings of 
SUSK and the comparison of student government in Canada and Ukraine. 

Zarina Khalimon (National University of Kyiv-Mohyla Academy), 
Taras Moroz (Ternopil State Medical University), and Mykhailo 
Shelemba (Ukrainian Catholic University in Lviv), visited the Students’ 

_Association of MacEwan University in Edmonton to observe the structure 
of the organization in order to aid them in their efforts in Ukraine. 

«І am very grateful SUSK had the opportunity to meet with some of 
Ukraine’s brightest young leaders,” Nedoshytko remarked, “after meeting 
with Zarina Khalimon in Kyiv recently, I looked forward to learning more 
from the other students. As Ukraine’s changing society is continually 
sparked activities of students, it is vital that young people of Ukraine 
understand that we stand with them in their efforts.” 

This visit also allowed them to gain a better understanding of Ukrainian- 
Canadian student advocacy and the activities of the Ukrainian diaspora 
in Edmonton. The students were also able to spend time with a SUSK 
representative periodically throughout the week to further exchange 

~ knowledge and best practices. 

«І was thrilled to meet with the students,” expressed Gargus, “fostering 
relationships with students in Ukraine exemplifies SUSK’s commitment 
to youth leadership.” 


(NAUKMA)—Students from the National Uni- 
versity of “Kyiv-Mohyla Academy” (Ukraine) were 
declared winners of the fifth edition of the European 
Moot Court Competition in English on the Euro- 
pean Convention on Human Rights, after beating 
a team from the Sofia University (Bulgaria) in the 
final round. The team from University of Cambridge 
(United Kingdom) placed third. 

The prize of the Best Orator of the finals was 
awarded to Oleh Dykyi, from the National University 
of “Kyiv-Mohyla Academy”. 

The Best Respondent Written Submission prize was 
given to the team from the Sofia University. 

The Best Applicant Written Submission prize was 
awarded to the National University of “Kyiv-Mohyla 
Academy”. 

The final round took place at the European Court of 
Human Rights in Strasbourg today and its jury, made 
up of prominent figures, including judges of the Court 
and senior Council of Europe officials, was chaired by 
Georgios Serghides, judge at the European Court of 
Human Rights on behalf of Cyprus. 


Ukraine Athletic would like to congratulate the 
Edmonton UA Lions and the several UA athletes on 
the roster on their massive win to take home the 2nd 
annual Alexander Cup for ice hockey! The Alexan- 
der Cup showcased hockey teams from New Jersey, 
Montreal, Toronto and of course Edmonton in a best- 
on-best tournament featuring players of Ukrainian 
Heritage. 

Edmonton stumbled out of the gates in their first 
round robin game with an uninspired 5-0 defeat at the 
hands of Toronto KONTAKT, but after some changes to 
key positions and hard work from everyone Edmonton 
didn’t look back winning all the way to the title game 
defeating the powerful Toronto KONTAKT to hoist the 
cup while redeeming themselves for their first game 
stumble. 

The championship game was a tense battle that saw 
several turning points including a key penalty shot 
save from goaltender Billy Feculak and an inspira- 
tional team rally after a crushing hit to Lions captain 
Mike Miskiw. Taras Bombak scored twice, Matay 
Andryjowycz, Mike Onishenko, Fran Carchidi added 


If you like this paper, but 
have not yet subscribed 


Ensure you get each issue 
delivered to your home 


Subscribe to Ukrainian News 


PRICES: | 

In Canada: 1 Year (24 Issues) $40.00 (CND) (GST included) 
2 Years (48 Issues) $75.00 (CND) (GST included) 

In the U.S.: 1 Year (24 Issues) $65.00 (US) 

Outside Canada and the U.S.A.: $125 


Please fill out the form below and mail, along with a cheque or 
money order payable to Ukrainian News to: 
Ukrainian News 
PO Box 38006, RPO Capilano 
Edmonton, АВ, T6A 3Y6 


(RFE/RL)—Ukrainian Elina Svitolina will enter 
the WTA top 10 tennis rankings for the first time after 
defeating Denmark’s Caroline Wozniacki to win the 
Dubai Championship. 

The victory on February 25 was her second title 
this year after having won the Taipei tournament last 
month. It was the sixth title of her career. 

Svitolina, 22, will stand 10th in the world when 


Subscribe by Phone 


Ukrainian News accepts VISA and Mastercard. 


Call (780) 488-3693 


started the week ranked 13th. 

«Рус dreamed all my life to be in the top 10, so it’s 
an amazing feeling to enter the top 10 by winning the 
tournament,” she said. 


the WTA rankings are released on February 27. She | 


The National University of “Kyiv-Mohyla Academy” team 


Kyiv-Mohyla team wins European 
Human Rights Moot Court Competition 


Twenty university teams from 15 countries (Bul- 
garia, Croatia, France, Germany, Greece, Italy, Neth- 
erlands, Romania, Russian Federation, Slovak Repub- 
lic, Slovenia, Spain, Switzerland, Ukraine and United 
Kingdom) have competed in a fictive case regarding 
the balance between individual rights and national se- 
curity. The winning team is awarded a traineeship at 
the Court. 

The Moot Court Competition aims at giving law 
students, who are future lawyers or judges, practical 
experience on the European Convention on Human 
Rights and its implementation. 

The competition is organised by the European Law 
Students Association (ELSA) with the support of the 
Council of Europe. ELSA is an independent and non- 
profit organisation representing 50,000 students, lo- 
cated in 300 universities in 43 European countries. 

Several countries from the Council of Europe have 
financially contributed to the organisation of this fifth 
competition, in particular Cyprus, the current Chair 
of the Council of Europe Committee of Ministers, the 
United Kingdom and Turkey. 


Edmonton UA Lions take Alexander Cup 


goals and Chris Hopper with the eventual game win- 
ning goal. 

The Edmonton UA Lions would like to thank every- 
one for their support and those who attended the games. 
A special thanks to the following: Ukrainian Youth As- 
sociation - CYM Edmonton; Ukrainian Youth Unity 
Complex (CYM); League of Ukrainian Canadians 
(Men and Women); Kontakt Ukrainian Television Net- 
work; USCAK; USCAK Canada; Myron Bytz; Bob 
J. Rad; Head Coach Julian Wysochanskyj; Athletic 
Trainer Taras Bablak; Davyd Stebelsky , Roman Fecu- 
lak and Ashley Feculak; Captain Mike Miskiw, this 
championship and entire trip would not have happened 
without his leadership and organization. 

A special acknowledgement to the late Victor 
Stepovy who founded the Edmonton Ukes Hockey 
Club in 1988 and was an ambassador and a major 
booster to Ukrainians in sport in Edmonton. This 
championship is dedicated to Victor. There is no doubt 
he is pleased at the success. РУ 

Until next year Edmonton! 

Слава Україні 


Svitolina to rank 10th in women’s tennis 


Elina Svitolina of Ukraine 
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Program announced for Holodomor Education Conference 


(HREC/CIUS)—The Holodomor Re- 
search and Education Consortium (HREC) 
has announced the program for the 2017 
Holodomor Education Conference: “Edu- 
cation—Awareness—Action,” to be held May 
5-7, 2017, at the Canadian Museum for Hu- 
man Rights in Winnipeg. The conference 
engages educators who are interested in 
issues of human rights, social justice, dem- 
ocracy, and the genocides of the twentieth 
century, as well as in the methodologies, 
resources, and technologies for teaching the 
Holodomor - the murder by starvation of 
millions in Ukraine carried out by authorities 
in the Soviet Union in 1932-33. 

This 15 the second Holodomor Education™ 
Conference in Canada and highlights how far 
education on this genocide has come. Con- 
ference highlights include keynote speaker 
Dr. Joyce Apsel, a human rights activist 
and President of the Institute for the Study 
of Genocide at NYU, who is presenting on 
the Holodomor as a case study in teaching 
human rights and genocide. Dr. Norman 
Naimark, author of Stalin’s Genocides and 
Stanford University’s Robert and Florence 
McDonnell Professor in Eastern European 
Studies Chair, will speak on the Holodomor 
within the history of genocide. 

The conference’s multidisciplinary ap- 
proach aims to extend attendees’ knowledge 
base and provide strategies and method- 
ologies for teaching this significant world 
event. Teacher and music specialist Natalia 
Onyschuk, Edmonton Catholic School Dis- 
trict, is addressing methodologies and ap- 
proaches for teaching the Holodomor to 
primary grades. Lise Pinkos and Ian Martens 
of the Canadian Museum for Human Rights 
are presenting the Middle Years Lesson on 
the Holodomor followed by teacher Jeff 
Kozak of Springfield Middle School, Sun- 
rise School Division, Winnipeg. The pres- 
entation on senior grades (high school), by 
Tamara Mischena of the Toronto Catholic 
District School Board, focuses on method- 
ologies for teaching the Holodomor within 
the context of a genocide course. Nadia 
Prokopchuk and David Katzman, educators 


PN 


Valentina Kuryliw, Chair of the National 
Holodomor Education Committee 


Music teacher and school chaplain Natalia 
Onyschuk, with a Holodomor Painted 
Spoon Art Installation, designed by her and 


created in 2012 together with the students of 


St. Matthew Ukrainian Bilingual Catholic 
School. 


from the Holodomor Education and Aware- 
ness Committee of the Ukrainian Canadian 
Congress—Saskatchewan, are presenting on 
the new Holodomor online teaching resource 
project “Voices into Action.” 

Valentina Kuryliw, Teacher, Chair of the 
National Holodomor Education Commit- 
tee (Canada), and Director of Education at 
HREC, is presenting on the latest teaching 
resources available on the Holodomor. Dr. 
Denis Hlynka and Dr. Orest Cap, Professors, 
Curriculum, Teaching and Learning at the 
Faculty of Education, University of Mani- 
toba—Winnipeg, are presenting on the use of 
technology in the teaching of human rights 
and the Holodomor. 

A panel discussion on various aspects of 
teaching human rights and the Holodomor, 
moderated by Dr. Richard Hechter, Acting 
Department Head of Curriculum, Teaching 
and Learning at the Faculty of Education, 
University of Manitoba—Winnipeg, features 
six presenters. Tony Tavares, Diversity 


Consultant at Manitoba Education and 
Training—Winnipeg, is presenting on teach- 
ing sensitive topics at various age levels. 
Linda Connor, Social Studies Consultant, 
Manitoba Education and Training—Winni- 
peg, is presenting on teaching human rights 
and the Holodomor within the Manitoba 
experience. Michael Anthony, Department 
Head of History and Social Sciences at the 
Toronto District School Board, is discussing 
key themes in teaching about genocide and 
the Holodomor. Lana Babij, Librarian and 
Coordinator of the Holodomor Education 
Network (Hartford, Connecticut), is pre- 
senting on the challenges of terminology and 
resources in teaching the Holodomor in the 


US context, Lise Pinkos, Manager of Educa- 
tion Programs at the Canadian Museum of 
Human Rights and Dr, John Wiens, Dean 
Emeritus and Professor, Faculty of Educa- 
tion, University of Manitoba—Winnipeg will 
also be discussing topics related to their 
disciplines. 

The conference also includes a special tour 
of the Canadian Museum for Human Rights, 
dinner at the Fort Garry Hotel, lunch on the 
Legislative Grounds and closing remarks 
by Valentina Kuryliw and Val Noseworthy, 
Middle Years Consultant for Manitoba Edu- 
cation and Training—Winnipeg. 

The conference is co-sponsored together 
with the Faculty of Education—University of 
Manitoba, Manitoba Education and Train- 
ing, the Faculty of Education—The Uni- 
versity of Winnipeg, Centre for Ukrainian 
Canadian Studies—University of Manitoba, 
the Ukrainian Canadian Research and Docu- 
mentation Сепіге-Тогопіо (UCRDC), the 
National Holodomor Education Committee 
of the Ukrainian Canadian Congress, the 
Holodomor Awareness and Education Com- 
mittee of the Ukrainian Canadian Congress— 
Manitoba Branch, the Ukrainian Academy 
of Arts and Sciences in Canada, The Shey- 
chenko Foundation, and in cooperation witl: 
the Canadian Museum for Human Rights— 
Winnipeg. 

The program, conference details, applica- 
tion form, and travel grant information are 
available at www.holodomor.ca. 

HREC was established through a gift of 
the Temerty Family Foundation (Toronto) to 
the Canadian Institute of Ukrainian Studies 
of the University of Alberta. HREC has as its 
mandate to promote research and dissemin- 
ate information about the Holodomor, and to 
ensure it is represented in school curricula 
across Canada. 


Ukrainian Canadian Women’s Council honours 


Ukrainian Canadian 


Women in Politics 


щі 


a 
Sunday, April 2, 2017 -б 


Supper at 4:00 PM 1251. 
Holy Eucharist Parish Center 
460 Munroe Ave, Winnipeg, MB 


Holodomor Education Conference 


Education - Awareness - Action 


Guest speaker - Joy Smith (former parliamentarian), 


Founder and President of the Joy Smith Foundation 


Date: MAY 5-7, 2017 


Canadian Museum for Human Rights 
85 Israel Asper Way, Winnipeg, MB 


Location: Tickets $60 (children 12 & under $25) available at 


Kalyna, Oseredok, Svitoch and Ukrainian Voice 


Teachers {K-12), school and community leaders, 
faculties of education and librarians 


A conference designed especially for those 
who want to teach about human rights and 
the Holodomor— the murder by starvation 
of millions of Ukrainian citizens in 1932- 
1933, carried out by authorities in the 
Soviet Union. 


The conference will engage educators 
interested in issues of human rights, social 
justice, democracy, and the genocides of 
the 20th century in how to integrate the 

7 Holodomor into their teaching. The 
multidisciplinary approach will extend the 
knowledge base and provide the strategies 
and ба Нокіа. ies for teaching this 
significant world event. 


For further information visit: holodomor.ca 


This conference is hosted by the Holodomor Research and Education Consortium (HREC), ond 
co-sponsesed by the Faculty of Education-University of Manitoba, Faculty of Education— 

The University of Winnipeg, Manitoba Education and Training, the Centre for Ukrainian Canadian 
Studies—University of Manitoba, the Ukrainian Canadian Research and Documentation Centre 
(ОСКОС), the National Holodomor Education Committee of the Ukrainian Canadian Congress, 

the Holodomor Awareness and Education Committee of the Ukrainian Canadian Congress—Manitoba, 
the Ukrainian Academy of Arts and Sciences in Canada, The Shevchenko Foundation, 

in cooperation with the Canadian Museum for Human Rights—-Winnipeg. 
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Celebrating the Strength of Canada’s Diversity: 
Youth Engaging Youth 


THE UKRAINIAN CANADIAN CONGRESS 
CELEBRATES CANADA’S 150 ANNIVERSARY 


with an innovative project that will have Ukrainian Canadian youth cooperating with their peers from other eth- 
no-cultural communities, Canada’s Indigenous peoples, refugee and other groups to celebrate Canada’s 150th 
anniversary. 
Does your community group, organization, festival or other summer activity want to include a wider range of 
Canadian youth as participants? 


We can: 

¢ Provide organizational help 

- Assistance with facilities rental 

- Help with transportation budgets 

¢ Aid in funding hospitality costs 

¢ Marketing and advertising support 


Support will be provided through a community animator working in your province to support your events and 
create our own. 
For more information, contact us at: 


SUMMER EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITIES: 
COMMUNITY ANIMATORS 


In British Columbia, Alberta, Saskatchewan, Manitoba and Ontario 


UCC is looking for motivated, social media savvy, self-starting individuals to help make this project a success. 

You'll work with established community activities as well as developing your own. 
We will provide training and support you with contacts, concepts, resources and ideas. 

This is an excellent opportunity to expand your networks, learn more about Canada and your community while 

earning a good salary ($2,500. to $3,000./month) from end-April to end-August. 
Take the plunge! 
Send us your resume and a short (under 2 minute) cellphone video explaining why you’re exactly the person we 
need. 


Our address: Canada150@ucc.ca 


For more eomation on the positions see: 


sippaiiol by Bentage Canada’ 5 Sanecle 150 fund 


Canada 


Canada150.ca 


CANADA 150 


